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Improvements, to whom was re
ferred 

S. B. No. 22, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to provide for the creation 
of conservation and reclamation dis
tricts within this Stat-e under and by 
virtue of the provisions of Section 
5 9 of Article 16 of the State Consti
tution, to be known as levee improve
ment districts , for the purpose of re
claiming lands from overflow from 
rivers, creeks and streams, by sys
t~nns of leyees, drainage and other 
imp'rovements, pi·escribing how such 
districts nrny be crea ted; defining 
their r ights, powers and privileges, 
and tl!e manner of their exercise; 
constituting such districts when 
created gov•ernmental agencies and 
bodies politic and eorpor'ate, and 
fixing their rights and liabilities as 
such; providing for. the construction, 
maintenance, and - protection of 
works and improvements erected by 
them; ma Icing penal · ,interferenc-e 
with or injury to their works or im
provements, and fixing penalties and 
punishment to be imposed on per
sons offending those regards , as well 
as for building levees without lawful 
authority; granting ,to such districts 
th-e right of eminent domain, and the 
power to lev,y taxes and cause the 
same to be assessed and collected, 
and to issue bonds and create indebt
edness to raise funds for the objects 
of their creation, .and declaring an 
em·ergency," · 

Have had the same under cons id
eration, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the re
commendation that it do pass. · 

JOHNSON of Hall, 
Chairman. 

ELEVENTH DA):. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, .Texas, 

Monday, March 11, 1918. 
~The S·enate met at .10 o'clock a. m., 
pursuant to . adjournment, and was 
called to order by President Pro Tern. 
Decherd. 

By uanimous consent, and on re
quest of Senator Westbrook, the Sen
ate stood at ease for fifteen minutes, 
at the . expiration of which time the 
roll was cal!'ed, a quorum being pres
ent, the following Senators answer
ing to their names: 

Alderd!ce. Hall. 
Bailey. Henderson. 
Bee. Hopkins. 
Buchanan. of Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Scurry;Johnston of Harris. 
Clark. McNealus. 
Collins. Page. 
Dean. Robbins. 
Decherd. Strickland. 
F aust. ,Suiter. 
Floyd. Westbroolc. 

Caldwell. 
Gibson. 

Absent. 

Parr. 
Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Hudspeth. 
Lattimore. 

McColl um. 
Smith. 

Prarer by the Chaplain. 
Pending the reading of the Jour

nal pf Friday, the same was dispensed 
with on motion of Senator Johnson 
of Hall . 

Excuse<l. 

Sena tor Dayton was excused for 
today on account of sickness, on 
motion of Senator Johnson of Hall. 

Senator Lattimore for today on ac
count of important business on 1110-

tion of Senator Johnson of Hall. 
Senator McCollum for this week on 

account of important business on mo
tion of Senator Bee. 

Petitions and i\Iemorials. 

Senator Bailey obtained recoanl
tion to file some petitions relatin~ to 
amendment of the election laws of 
the State. ' 

Senator l\IcNealus made the point 
of order that the petitions are not 
r eceivable for the reason that they 
do not relate to any matter pending 
beforn the Legi sla ture. 

The Chair overruled the point of 
order· holding. that the right of peti
tion is guaranteed under the Consti
tution of th e State. ' -

See Appendix for statement of pe
titions offered. 

Committee Reports. 

See Appendix for standing com
mittee reports. 
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Ilills Signed. trol, providing that the board shall 
be rnmposecl of three citizens of tbe 

The Chair, President Pro Tern. State, and the method of their ap
Decherd, ga,··e notice of signing, and pointrnent, defining the method of 
die! sign, in the presence of the Sen- qualifying such officers, fixing their 
ate, after their captions had been terms of office an cl compensation; 
read the following bills: defining the duties and conferring nu-

H. B. No. 13, A bill to be entitled thority on the board; prescribing in 
"An Act to prohibit the purchase or what manner the board may admin-
11rocuriug for, or the sale, gift or ister its department and fixing the 
deli1·ery to any person· engaged or qualifications and status of certain 
enlisted in the military or naval officers and employes to be appoint
forces of the United States, of any eel by the board in administering its 
spirituous, vinous, or malt liquors, affairs; abolishing certain offices and 
or medicated bitters capable of pro- consolidating various departments of 
ducing Intoxication; prescribing a the government and placing the ad
penalty for the violation of this Act; ministering thereof under the State 
and declaring an emergency." Boarcl of Control, and declaring an 

H. n. No. 18, A bill to be entitled emergency." 
"An Act authorizing counties acting Read first time and referred to the 
through their commissioners courts, Committee on Civil Jurisprudence. 
to purchase seed to be planted on By Senator ]l(cNealus: 
farms in such counties by residents S. B. No. 32, A bill to be entitled 
thereof who are poor and unable to "An Act to amend Article· 921, Chap
procure same an<l to purchase feed ter 5, Title 22, of the Re,·isecl Ch·i! 
for the work stock of such resi<lents, Stautes of Texas relating to appeals 
and prescribing the terms an<l con- from the corporation courts and 
ditions, rules and regulations, etc. a<lding thereto Article 921a, provid
and declaring an emergency." ing that in cities of ninety thousand 

H. 8. No. 31, A bill to be entitlecl population or over, Incorporated un
"An Art to establish Common School cler special charters and situated in 
District No. 19 in Dlclrnns Countr, counties containing one hundred and 
Texas, etc., ancl declaring an emer- twenty-fi,·e thousand population or 
gency." O\'eJ', for appeals from the corpora-

H. B. No. 34, A bill to be entitled tion courts to the Court of Criminal 
"An Act to amend Chapter 4, of the Appeals of Texas, and <leclaring an 
Laws of the Regular Session of the emergenc~·." 
Thirty-third Legislature, so as to Rend first time and referred to 
change the time of holding district the Committee on Civil Jurlspru
court in the various counties of the clence. 
SeYentv-seroncl Judicial District of 
Texas;. declaring what counties shall 
compose same; attaching the unor
ganized counties of Hockley and 
Cochran to tho county of Lubbock 
for judicial and nil other purposes, 
making process issued or served be
fore this Act takes effect, including 
recognizance and bonds returnable 
to the terms of court as hei-ein fixed, 
and from all grand and petit juries 
drawn to be returnable to the corre
sponding "·eeks of the terms as here
in defined, and declaring nn emer-
gency." · 

Bills ancl Resolutions. 

By Scn:ttor \\'c~tbrook ct al.: 
S. B. No. 31, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to create a State Board, to 
be known as the State Board of Con-

By Senator Buchanan of ScurriY: 
S. B. No. 33, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Articles 5396 and 
fi397, Revised Civil Statutes of 1911, 
relating to the discovery and sale of 
excess acreage in school sur\'eys and 
their alternate private surveys, and 
to include the <liscovery and sale of 
excess acreage in patented alt·ernate 
sun·cys and in surveys located by 
virtue of. certificates issued for the 
construction of railroads and other 
works, whether such did or did not 
obligate the owner to locate a like 
amount of land for the State or 
school fund; and all surveys and 
bloclcs of sun·eys located by virtue 
of certificates foi: land issued to in
dh·iduals which require<] the location 
of a like amount for the State or 
school fund, and In sun·eys sold un
der th·e fifty cent Act of July 14, 
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1879, Chapter ,52, and the amend
ment thereto of March 11, 1881, 
Chapter 33, and to add thereto Ar
ticle 5397a; and to repeal Articles 
5399 and 5400, Revised Civil Stat
utes, 1911, and declaring and emer
gency." 

Read first time and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands and 
Land Office. 

By Senator Buchanan of Scurry: 
S. B. No. 34, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to . create a board of exam
iners of land surveyors that shall 
serve without pay, and prescribing 
their duties; prescribing the sub
jects in which' th-e applicants for 
land surveyor's license shall be ex
amined; providing for the issuance 
of land surveyor's license to gradu
ates of the engineering department 
of the State Univ·ersity and the Agri
cultural and ·Mechanical College 
without examination; providing for 
the revocation of land surveyor's li
cense for certain causes and allow
ing appeals therefrom; providing for 
the bonding of licensed land survey
ors; prescribing th-e duties of li
censed land surveyors and qualifica
tions of county surveyors and fixing 
their jurisdi.ction and fixing compen
sation of licensed land surveyors; 
p1·ohibiting others than licensed land 
surveyors from performing the du
ties of land surveyors; prohibiting 
licensed land sun·eyors from pur
chasing or being interested in the 
purchase of or title to any public 
'land; prescribing penalt,.v for the vi
olation of this Act; repealing all 
laws and parts of laws in conflict 
with this Act, and d-eclaring'an emer
gency." 

Read first time and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands and 
Land Office. 

f!y Senator Buchanan of Scurry: 
S. B. No. 35, A 1lill to be ·entitled 

"An Act to amend Sections 3, 16 and 
19 of Chapter 8 3 of an Act approved 
March 16, 1917, .relating to the 
de\'elopment of minerals in public 
!ands by requiring applications to be 
filed in the General Land Office in
stead of with the county clerk and 
providing that p-ermits shall be is
sued to the one who maims the high
est cash offer for the area in addi
tion to the one-eighth royalty, and 
providing for the •employment of a 
mineral inspector and making an ap-

propriation therefor, and declaring 
an -emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands and 
Land Office. 

By Senator' Buchanan of Scurry: 
S. B. No. 36, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 5376, Re
vised Civil Statutes of 1911, and to 
repeal Article 5379 of the same stat
ute, both relating to the delivery of 
patents, and declaring an emer
genc>··" 

Read first time and referred to 
the Committee. on Public Lands and 

1-and Office. 

By Senator Buchanan of Scurry: 
S. B. No. 37 , A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 3842, Re
Yised CiYil Statutes of 1911, relat
ing to fees chargeable by the General 
Land Office of Texas." 

Read first time and ref-erred to the 
the Committee on Public Lands and 
Land Office. 

B~· Senator Buchanan of Scurry: · 
S. B. No. 38, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to pro\·ide for the sale, 
lease, transfer, patenting and forfeit
ure of the land belonging to the pub
lic free school fund, the Lunatic Asy
lum, the Blind Asylum fund, the 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum fund, the 
Orphan Asylum fund and the State 
UniYersity fund, by amending Sec
tion i of Chapter 150 of an Act ap
pro\'·ed April 5, 1916, and amending 
Articles 5407, 5408, 5410, 5432 and 
54 36 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
1911, relating to the sale of public 
school and asylum lands and to re-
11eal Article 5435, Revised Civil Stat
utes of 1911, relating to the transfer 
of school and asylum lauds and to 
repeal Articles 2633 and 2634, R·e
vised Civil Statutes of 1911, relat
ing to the control of the University 
lands and the minerals therein and 
pro\•iding for a SUJ'Ye~· Of the unsur
yeyed University land, and declaring 
an en1-crgency"" 1 

Read first time and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands and· Land 
Office. 

By Senator l\IcNealus et al: 
S. B. No. 39, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act for the protection of the 
health, safety and comfort of em
ployes in factories, mills, work
shops, mercantile establishments, 
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laundries or other establishments 
where women arc employed. provid
ing for the proper tcmJl'craturc and 
ventilation for the protection of the 
l1enlth of employes, requiring the re
moval of gas, af[luvia or odors from 
places where employes arc required 
to work and m eans to allay dus t in
jurious to Oi~ h ealth of persons em
ployed, prohibiting; decomposed ·or 
putrescent matte r or refuse of any 
kind to he allowccl to remain In or 
around such place or· employment, 
providing for cleaning, sweeping and 
clusting outs icle of working hours, 
requiring 1\oors used by employes as 
entrances and exits to open ontwanl., 
prescribin g the number of water 
clos·ets. earth closets or priYics to he 
snpplied and requirin g scpara.te clos
e ts or pri,·ies for males ancl females, 
reqniring; such closets or privies ·o 
be kept clean and effecti\·ely disin
fected and ventilated, authorizi1,g 
the Commissioner of Labor Stntisti~s 
or any of his deputies or inspectors 
to enter any factor)•, mill, worlc
shop, mercantile establishment, laun
dry or other establis hment for malc
lng inspection anc enforcing the pro
visions of the Act, authorizing tlt-e 
said commissioner, hie deputies or 
inspectors to issue an order for the 
correction of unsanitary or immoral 
conditions or neglec t to remove 
fumes and ga ses injurious to em
ployes wher-e females are cmploye1l; 
in case of fnilnre or refnsal on the 
part of owner, superintendent, man
ager or other person in control or 
management of such c~tablishment 
giYing the Commissioner of La.bor 
Sta.tistics or his clepnties or inspect
ors power to close such establish
ment or any part of it until such time 
as snicl orders arc complied with, 
pro\·iding how such powers may be 
exercised and pro\'iding a method 
for t-esting the \'alidity, etc., of such 
orders, fixing penalties for Yiolation 
of pro\'isions of this Act and declar
ing nn cn1ergency." 

Read first t ime and referred to 
Committee on Labor. 

J\1orning call concluded . 

J\lessngc from the House. 

Ha.II of th-e House of Representatives. 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon E. A. Dechercl, President Pro 
Tem. of the Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House 

to inform the Senate that the Honse 
has passed the following bills: 

H. B. No. 26, A bill to be -entitled 
"An Act to a.mend Chapter 67 of the 
Acts of the Regular Session of the 
Thirty-third Legislature of the State 
of Texas, as amended by Chapter 31 
of the Acts of the First Called Ses
sion of the Thirty-third Legislature 
and the same is hereby amended so 
that Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of said 
Chapter 31 slinll be dh·idecl in seven 
sections, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 5b and 5c, 
rending as shown below; also by 
amending Section 9 of Chapter 31, 
so that it will rend as shown below; 
said s·zctions as amended to be lncor
norntecl in and become a part of said 
Chapter 31." . 

H . B. No. 41, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to pro\'ide for the teaching 
of lessons in patriotism in the pub
lic schools of this State, for the 
proper display of the United Stat-es 
flag in connection with every public 
school of the State, and directing the 
State Superintendent, county and 
city superintendents In the disclrnrge 
of their duty relative thereto." 

Respectfully, 
non BARKER, 

Chief Clerlt, Honse of Representatives. 

Ilills Head and ncrcrrecl. 

The Chair had referred, after their 
captions had b-een rend, the follow
ing House bills: 

H . Il. No. 2 6, referred to the Com
mittee on Criminal Jurisprudence. 

H. B. No. 41, referred to the Com
mittee on Educational Affairs. 

Messages From the Gm·crnor. 

Jllr. S. Raymond ilroolts here ap
peared at the bar of the Senate. 
with se1·e ral executive messages, 
which were laid before the Senate 
and read, as follows: · 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, l\larch 8, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature In 
Fourth Called Session. 
At the request of Hon. "'· H. 

illedose, I submit for your considera.
tion an Act creating and incorporat
ing the Close City Independent 
School District Jn Garza County, 
Texas. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 
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Governor's, Office. 
Austin, Texas, March 8, 1918. 

TO the .Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
At .the request of · the Commis

sioner of Agriculture, ·I submit for 
your consideration an Act making an 
·additional appropriation for the sup
port" of the Department of Agricul· 
ture to pay expenses for nursery in
spectors. 

R espectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor · of Texas. 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature ln 
Fourth Called Session: 
At the request of Senator J . C. 

l\IcNealus, I submit for your con
sideration an Act to establish and 
create within the city ot Dallas, 
'l'exas, a court to be s tyled and 
known as the "Corporation Court of 
the City of Dallas." . 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature Jn 
Fourth Called Session. 
At the request of Hon. W. M. Fly, 

I submit for your consideration the 
following subject: "An Act amend
ing Section 1, Chapter 91, of the 
General Laws passed by t.he Thirty
fourth Legslature at its regular ses
tion, requiring' applicants for license 
to practice !_aw under the provi
sions of said chapter to produce the 
proof of tll-e existence of tile same or 
similar sfatute in the State from 
which the applicant Immigrates." 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office! 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 

. At the request of Hon. W. T. 
Williams of Bra zoria County, I .suh
for your consideration the following 
subject: "An Act to a mend Article 
5700 of the Revised. Civil Statutes 
of the State of Texas, so as to malce 

same apply to all suits based on 
fraud ." 

Respectfully .submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, March 11," 1918. 

'l'o the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
I beg to submit for the considera

tion of your honorable body the fol· · 
lowing subject: · 

Enactment of a Jaw for the protec
tion of the health, safety and com
fort of employes in factories, mills, 
workshops , mercantile establish
m ents, laundries or other establish
ments where women are employed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

!}overnor of Texas. 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, March 1:1,. 19111. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature irr 
Fourth Called Session. 
I beg to submit for your consider

ation . the following subject: 
That portion of the joint report of" 

the 'central Investigating Committee· 
appointed by the Senate and House 
of Representa tives of the Thirty
fifth Legislature, under the head of 
"Legislative Department," and refer
ence is hereby made to the same as 
it appears in the repqrt of said com-
mittee; -

That portion of the report under 
the head of •" Governor's Office," and 
refer ence is hereby made to the same 
'as it appears· in the report of said 
committee; . 

That portion of the report under 
tire head of "Lieutenant Governor' s 
Office," and reference ls hereby 
made to the same as it ap!Jears in 
the report of said committee; 

That · portion of the report under 
the head of "Secretary of State's 
Office," and reference is hereby 
made to the rnme as· it appears ln 
the report of said committee; 

That porton of the report under 
the head of "Comptroller' s Depart· 
ment ," and reference is hereby 
mad.e.,to the same as it appears In 
the frcport of said committee; 

That portion of the report under 
the hea d of the "Treasury Depart
ment," and reference Is hereby 
made to the same ao it appears in the. 
r eport of said committee; 
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That portion of the report nnclcr 
the heacl of "Lancl Office," ancl re
ference is hereby macle to the same 
a s it appears in the report of saicl 
committee. 

That portion of the r eport under 
th e heacl of "Attorney General's De
partment," ancl reference is hereby 
made to th1? same as it appea rs in the 
report of said committee; 

That portion of the report uncler 
th e head of "Assistant Attorney Gen
eral," and reference is he nby made 
to the same as it appears in the re
port of said committee; 

That portion of the report under 
the head of "The Judiciary," ancl re
ference is hereby macle to the same 
as it appears in the report of said 
committee; 

That portion of the report under 
the head 0f "Trial Courts," and r e
ference is hereby macle to the same 
as it appears in the report of saicl 
committee; 

That portion of the r eport under 
th e head of "Eleemosynary Institu
tions," and reference is hereby made 
to the same as it appears in the re
port of sa id committee; 

That portion of the report under 
the head of "State Purchasing 
Agent," and reference is hereby 
macle to the same as it appears In 
the report of said committee. · 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P . HOBBY, 

· Governor of T exas. 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, i\Iarch 11, ln!S. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
I beg to su bruit for your consider

ation the following subject: 
"An Act a uthorizing the Board of 

Prison Commissioners to transfer to 
the gene ral fund of the State an 
amount equal to that paid out since 
NO\·ember l, 1917 , on a ccount 
agaimt the Prison Commissioners 
for which appropriations were made 
by the Thirty-fifth Legislature at 
the Regular Sess ion ancl First. Called 
Sess ion ; also to authorize the Board 
of Prison Commissioners to pay out 
of the funcls of the prison system 
the ,econd installment of these 
claims clue ancl payable November 
1, 1918. 

The appropriation made by the 
Leirislature at the First Called Ses
sion, was, as follows: 

Appropriated, page 2 5 G, 
First Called Session, 
Due NO\', 1, 1917 ... $ 46,612.23 
Due Nov. 1, 1918 . . . $ 49,061.53 

Total . - - $ 95,673.76 

Appropriated, page 4 51, 
Regular Session-
Principal .......... . $554,533.18 
Interest ............ $100,000.00 

Total - $654,533.18 
Total amount appro-

priated ............ $750,206.94 

Amount paid-
Principal .......... $ 45,539.68 
Principal . .... . .... $277,193.lS 
Interest ........... $ 39,690 .57 

Total amount paid .. ... $362,423.43 
Balance unpaid .. . .... $387,783.51 

The balance of $387,783.51 re
presents amount due No\'ember l, 
1918. 

It is, therefore, suggestetl that the 
Legislature authorize the Board of 
Prison Commissioners to transfer 
to the general fun(! of the State 
$375,000.00, 'or so much thereof as 
may be necessary covering the 
amounts paid out since November 
1, 1917, and tl1e Commissioners be 
further authorized to pay those ac
counts which have been made paya
ble by the Legislature on November 
1, 1918. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

_Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, ll!arch 11, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
At the r equest of the State Coun

cil of Defense, I submit for vour 
consideration the following subject: 
"An Act to make a11pro1n·iation for 
the maintenance of the State Council 
of Defense and the payment of the 
r,ecretary thereof ancl his assistants, 
traveling expenses and other neco8-
sary expenses to be incurred by the 
State Council of Defense including 
clerk hire." 

Respectfully submitte·d, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Go\'ernor of Texas. 



SEN.A.'l'E JOURNAL. 153 

Governor's Office. ored youths, I submit for your .con-
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. sidcration the subject of additional 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in appropriation for the support and 
Fourth Called Session. maintenance of that institution. 
At the request of the State Coun- I accompany this message with a 

cil of ·Defense, I submit for your letter from the president of the 
consideration the following subject: board of trustees and from the sup
"An Act to amend Section 4, Chapter erintendent of the Texas Deaf and 
8 , General Laws of the First Called Dumb and Blind Institute. 
Session of the Thirt,Y-fifth Legisla- Respectfully submitted, 
ture of the State of Texas, entitled W. P. HOBBY, 
'An Act to create a State Council of Governor of Texas. 

·Defense, defining its powers and 
duties, making an. appropriation to Texas Deaf and Dumb and Blind In-
carry on the work of said Council stitute for Colored Youths. 

of Defense.'" Austin, Texas, March &,'1918. 
Respectfully submitted, 

W. P. HOBBY, Governor W. P. Hobby, Capitol 
Governor of Texas. I Station, Austin Texas. 

Dear. Sir:. In view of the great in-
Governor's Office. ?~eas-e m pnce _o_f nearly_ all commod-

Austin, Texas, March 11, '1918. 1tie.s or necessities of life since our 
To the Thii:ty-fifth Legislature in estimate budget was made up ln 

Fourth Called Session. November, 1917, and filed with the 
At the request of Hon. R. E. Comptroller for legislati1•e enactment 

Thomason of El Paso, I submit the by the .Thirty-fifth Legislature, it is 
following subject for your consider- no~ ev1dent that the support and 
at ion: "An Act to amend Chapter n;aintenance, the dry goods and'sta-
9 3, of the Acts of the Thlrty-fiftll ti~ne:y, stamps, and printng appro
Leglsla.ture, approved by the Gover- prmlions, made by the Legislature 
rior, March 26, 1917, and being, 'An for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Insti
Act creating the El Paso County tute for. Colored Youths for the 
Jourt at Law, to fix and prescribe year beginning September 1 1918 
the jt:.risdiction t.he~eof, and to con- and ending August 31, 1919, 'are in~ 
form to such chnni;e lD the jurlsdic- adequate and insufficient: This is 
t!on of the County Court of EI Paso no f~ult of the Legislature, however. 
County, fixing the salaries of the but is due to the fact that the sup
judges of the County Court of El erintendent and board of managers 
Paso County, and of the EI Paso of the institution were unable to 
County Court of Law.' " for;see at the time of making the 

Respectfully submitted, estimates that the price of goods 
w. P . HOBBY, ;vould advance 100 to 125 per cent 

Governor of Texas. 10 12 or 18 months. 
Sin~e the above is true, Governor, 

Governor's Office. and s ince we know the struggle that 
Austin, Texas, llfarch 11 , 1918. we are now having to make ends 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in meet . f~r the present year, we are 
Fourth Called Session. beseechmg your honor to submit to 
I submit for your consideration the present special called sess ion of 

the followjng subject: The enact- the Legislature a message or request 
ment of a Jaw or laws authorizing to grant us the following suppJemen
such appropriation as may be n eces- ta! or emergency appropriations for 
sary to enable the State to make re- the year beginning September 1 
fund for cancel~d liquor licenses. 1918, and ending August 31 1919' 

Respectfully submitted, to wit : ' ' 
W. P . HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, l\1arch 11, 1918. 

To the T11irty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
At the request of the Board of 

Trustees of the Texas Deaf and 
Dumb and Blind Institute for col-

For support and mainten
tenance, not otherwise 
provided · for . . . ....... $3,500.00' 

For dry goods and cloth-
ing ................. 2,000.00 

For stationery, stamps 
and printing. . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 

Total - $5,550.00 
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Believe us, Governor, that we are 
using the stri ctost economy possible 
with 158 stnclents to clothe ancl 192 
persons to fe ccl. 

Very respectfully, 
E. D. MILLER, 

Presiclcnt Boarcl of Trustees. 
ED SCHUTZE, 

Vice Presiclen t. 
R. E . L. HOLLAND, 

Superintenclent. 

Governor·s Office. 
Austin, T exas, i\Iarch 11, 191S. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
I beg to submit for your consider

ation the foilowing su bjert: The 
enactment of a law or la\\'S to enable 
county ancl State hea lth officials to 
more adequately deal with the con
trol of venereal diseases. 

Accompanying this message, I sub
mit for your consideration a letter 
from i\lajor \V. A. Sawyer, and 
Lieutenant G. J. Anderson, repre
senting the Fosdick Commission on 
Training Camp Activities, and mak
ing suggestion of adequate laws to 
accomplish the object sought. 

R eEpectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of 'Texas. 

War Department. 

Commission on Training Camp 
Activities. 

Hou ston , Texas, i\!arch 9, 1918. 
Hon. W. P. Hobby, Governor of 

Texas. Austin, Texas. 
Dear Sir: In accordance with your 

suggestion we have conferred with 
members of both houses of the Leg
islature and have explained to them 
the measures which arc necessary if 
the State of Texas is to cooperate 
with the army to the fullest degree 
in protecting soldiers against venereal 
disease and other damage due to 
vice. Certain measures are submit
ted which 'l\'OUld meet the War De· 
partment program as outlined In the 
recent communication from Secre
tary Baker to you. These Include 
the following five measures : 

1. A statute providing for the 
control of ven ereal diseases by the 
health authorities. 

2. A statute creating a oureau of 
venereal diseases to enforce the 
above statute and proYlding for the 
support of the same. 

3. The amendment of the pre
sent Injunction and abatement law 
to strengthen its effectiveness in the 
suppression of the commercialized 
vice institution instead of a fine for 
women con,·icted of prostitution. 

5. A s tatute committing the ex
peditious. removal of any municipal 
or county official who neglects or re
fuses to enforce the law. 

In addition to the aboni the Sec
retary of War recommended in bis 
letter the establishment of reforma
tories and institutions for the feeb le 
minded. We understand that these 
measures are under consideration at 
the present time in ·washington by 
a delegation from Texas. The 
measures above numerated are con
sidered urgent. 

In behalf of the ·war Department, 
we wish to exprern our appreciation 
or your cooperation with the army 
and of the courtesies ex tended to us 
by yourself and members· of both 
houses of the L egislature. 

Respectfully yours, 
W. A. SA WYER, 

Major ill. R. C., 
Representing Surgeon Genera~ 

Gorgas. 
G. J . ANDERSON, 

First Lieutenant Sanitary Corps, 
Representing War Department Com

mission. 

Go,·crnor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, l\Iarch 11, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. , 
At the request of Hon. R. 111. Dud

ley of El Paso, I submit for your 
consideration the following subject: 
"An Act to make appropration for 
deficiency in appropriations hereto
fore made to pay salary of Hon. W. 
D. Howe as special judge of the 
Thirty"fourth Judicial District Court 
In El Paso County, Texas, in the sum 
of one hundred fourteen dollars 
ninety-four cents. ($114.94.) 

RespectfulJy submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 

Senate Bill No. 10. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
as special order and on second rend
ing : 

S. B. No. 10, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act authorizing the creation and 
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pass an order correctly redefining It, 
etc. , and declaring an emergency." 

The committee report that the bill 
be not printed was adopted. 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to engrossment. 

On motion of Senator Suiter, the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days was 
suspended and Senate Bill No. 24 
put on its third reading and final 
passage by the following vote: 

Yeas-21. 

Alderdfoe. Gibson. 
Bailey. Hall. 
Buchanan o! Bell.Henderson. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Johnson ot Hall. 
Caldwell. 'Johnston ot Harris. 
Clark. McNealus. 
Collins. Page. 
Dean. Robbins. 
Decherd. Strickland. 
F', ust. Suiter. 
Floyd. · . 

Bee. 
Hopkins. 
Parr. 

Absent. 

Smith. 
Westbrook. 
Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

establishment of water control and 
preservation districts for the control 
and preservation of the purity of the 
waters of rivers, creeks, bayous, 
lakes, canals, streams or other wa
ters, for irrigation or in aid thereof, 
by the prevention of the inflow of 
salt water or other deleterious sub
stances; the changing of said waters 
'from salt to fresh water and the im
pounding of fresh water; empower
ing such districts to erect, construct, 
maintain, repair and reconstruct 
dams, bulkheads, jetties, locks, gates 
or any other character of improve
ments necessary 'to the accomplish
ment of said purposes, or any of 
them; creating boards of water con
trol and preservation where the 
lands embraced in such districts lie 
in two or more· counties, or parts of 
counties, and defining the powers of 
such . boards of water control and 
preservation; providing for the meth
od of establishment of such districts; 
authorizing the ordering and holding 
of elections for the purpose of voting 
on the establishment of such dis
tricts, and the. issuance of bonds and 
levy Of tax in payment for such im
provements and the levying and col
lecting of taxes for payment of such· 
bonds, and interest thereon, etc., an~ 
declaring an emergency." 

On motion of Senator Collins the Dayton. Lattimore. 
bill was laid on the table subject to Hudspeth. 1\foCol!uw. 

·call. The bl!! was laid before the Sen-
ate, read third time and, on motiori 

Senate Bill No. 26-Set ns Special of Senator Suiter, was passed by the 
Order. following vote: 

By unanimous consent and on re
quest of Senator Bee, Senate Bill No. 
2 6 was set as a special order to fol
low immediately after the considera
tion of Senate Bill No. 22 Which Is 
set for Tuesday at the conclusion of 
the morning call. 

Senate Bill No. 24. 

The Cbair laid before. the Senate 
on second reading: 

S. B. No. 24, A bill to be ent itled 
"An Act to amend Article 637d of 
Section 2, Chapter 203, General 
Laws of the Regular Session of the 
Thirty-fifth Legislature, prohibiting 
overlapping road districts and requir
ing the commissioners courts In case 
one road district conflicts with or 
overlaps another road district, to 

Yeas-21. 

Alder dice. 
Bailey. 
Bee. 
Buchanan of Bell. 
Caldwell. 
t;1ark. 
Collins. 
Dean. 
Decherd. 
F''lust. 
Floyd. 

Gibson 
Hall. 
Henderson. 
Johnson of Hall. . 
Johnston of";Iiarris. 
McNealus. 
Page. . 
Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 

Absent. 

Buchanan o! Scurry.Smith. 
Hopkins. ·westbrook. 
Parr. Woodward. 

Dayton. 
Hudspeth. 

Absent-Excused. 

Lattimore. 
McColl um. 
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Recess. 

At 11 : 20 o'clock a. m. the Senate, 
on motion of Senator Gibson, re
cessed until 2:30 o'clock today. 

,\ftcr Recess. 

(Afternoon Session.) 

The Senate was called to order by 
President Pro Tern. Decherd. 

Hills mul ncsolutions. 

(Dy unanimous consent.) 

Dy Senator Ahlerdice et al.: 
s. B. No. ·Io. A bill to b e entitled 

"An Act al.Jolishing the office of 
Commissioner of Pensions, conferring 
all powers heretofore exercised by 
the Commissioner of Pensions under 
any ex istin g Jaws of this State, upon 
the Comptrolle r of Public Accounts 
and annulling and repealing all ap
propriations for the Pension Depart
ment for the years 1V18 and 1919, 
save and except the salary of the 
chief clerk of said department, in 
the sum of $1500 per annum, which 
said a ppropriation shall be available 
for the use of the Comptroller of 
Public Acco unts in th e administra
tion of the Pension Laws of this 
State, repea ling a11 Jaws in conflict 
.therewith, and declaring an emer
g ency.'' 

Rend fir s t time and referred to the 
Committee on State Affairs. 

By Senator Hudspeth: 
S. B. No. 41, A hill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Chapter 93 of the 
Acts of tho Thirty-fifth Legislature, 
approved by the Go\·ernor ~larch 2G, 
1917, and being "An Act creating 
the El Paso Co unty Court at Law, 
to fix and prescribe the jurisdiction 
thereo f, and to conform to such 
change in the jurisdiction of the 
county court of El Paso County, fix
ing the sala ries o( the judges of the 
county co urt of El Paso county, and 
of the El Paso County Court at Law; 
and declaring an emergency." 

R ead fir s t time and referred to 
the Committee on Judicial Districts. 

By Senator Buchanan of Scurry: 
S. D. No. 4 2, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to authorize the commis
sioners court to purchase poisons and 

other accessories for the purpose of 
destroying prairie clogs, rats, cayotes, 
wolves. wild cats. gophers, ground 
squirrels. English sparro:,·s and 
ravens ; gi\·ing the commissioners 
court t.he authoritr to sell at cost or 
give such poisons to all persons re
siding in the county, to he used for 
such purpose and providing for pro
cedure for the distribution and use 
of such poisons, and creating an 
emergency." 

11ead first time and refe rred to the 
Committee on Agricultural Affai!'S. 

By Senator Calclwell: 
S. D. No. 43, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to make a11propriation for 
th e maintenance of the State Council 
of Defen se and the payment of the 
sC'cretary thereof and his assistants, 
traveling expenses and other neces
sarr expenses to be incurred b_y the 
State Council of Defe nse including 
clerk hire, and declaring an emer
gency." 

near! first time and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Caldwell: 
S. n. No. H, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Section 4, Chapter 
8, General· Laws of the First Called 
Session of the Thirty-fifth L egis la
t uro of the Sta te of Texas, entitled 
'An Act to crea te a State Council of 
Defense, defining its powers and du
ties, nrnking an appropriation to 
carry on the worlc of sa id Council of 
Defen se and declaring an emer
gency,' so a s to prOYide that no mem
ber of the Council shall ever be paid 
any salary or per diem for his ser
,·ices, except .the secretary and as
sistant secretary who may be mem
bers of the Council, :rnd declaring an 
emergency." 

Read first time and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Dee : 
S . B . No. 4 5, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act amending Section 1, Chap
ter !ll of the General La"·s passed 
by the Thirty-fourth Legislature at 
it s r egular session requiring appli
cants for licen se to practice law un
der the provisions of said chapter to 
p1·oduce the proof of the existence 
of th e same or similar statute in the 
State from which the applicant im
mi!!rates; validating all license is
sued by· the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court under the provisions of said 
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.Chapter 91, passed by the Thirty
fourth Legislature, prior to the pas
sage of this Act, and declaring an 
emergency." 

Read first time and referred to the 
Committee 'on Civil Jurisprudence. 

Simple Ilesolntion No. 31. 

·(By unanimous consent.) 

. Whereas, There is now pending in 
the Senate of the United States a 
bill known as Senate Bill Seven Hun
dred and Fifty-eight ( 7 5 8) by Sena
tor Chamberlain, and in the House 
of Representatives, known as House 
Bill 9406; the purpose of said bill 
is for the reclamation of arid lands 
in the United States by the issuing 
of local bonds by reclamation dis
tricts organized under said bill, and 
the substitution of said bonds by the 
Federal Government for United 
States bonds, and 

Whereas, The· enactment of this 
legislation would 11lace at least a mil
lion acres of now arid land under ir
rigation in Texas, and 

Whereas, This is a war measure 
pure and absolute in the way of in
creased production of foodstuffs; a·nd 

·whereas, .An increased production 
is earnestly desired by every patri
otic Texan, as well as every true 
America n in this Republic; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, that the Secretary of the 
Senate transmit this resolution to 
every m ember of the Texas delega
tion in Washington, and that it is the 
expressed desire of the Senate that 
the Texas delegation vote and ur
gently support said measure. 

HUDSPETH. 

The resolutio~ was read and 
adopted. 

Defense and of the · State Council of 
Defense and other organizations ac
tively identified with the work of mo
bilizing the resources and labors of 
the 11eople of Texas in behalf of win
ning the war, is to be held in Dallas 
on Tuesday, March 12, 1918; and 

'Vbereas, The Importance of the 
work to be considered at this meet
ing, and its patriotic nature, render 
it one which the Legislature of Texas 
should accord recognition; therefore, 
be it 

ResoJ\·ed by the House of Repre
sentatives, the Senate concurring, 
that a committee of five members, 
three from the House, to be appoint
ed by the Speaker of the House, and 
two from the Senate, to be appoint
ed by the President of the Senate, be 
authorized to attend the said meet
ing of the National and State Coun
cils of Defense and convey to the 
officers and members of those bodies 
assembled in such meeting the as
surances of encouragement, commen
dation and support in the great work 
these voluntary orga)lizations are 
performing in the interest of the suc
cessful prosecution of the war. 

The resolution was read and on 
motion of Senator McNealus the same 
was adopted. · 

Pursuant to the foregoing resolu
tion, the Chair appointed Sen~tors 
llfcNealus and Johnston of Harris as 
the committee on the part of the 
Senate to attend the meeting as 
therein stated. 

At Ease. 

By unanimous consent and on re
quest of Senator Westbrook the Sen
ate s tood at ease for thirty minutes. 

In the Senate. 

Honso Concm·rent Resolution" No. 
(President Pro T-em. Decherd In 

5. the Chair). 

The Chair laid before the Senate: 
H. C. R. No. 5, Relating to meet

ing of National and State Councils of 
·Defense at Dallas, M'arch 12, 1918. 

Whereas, Under the direction of 
the National Cciuncil of Defense, 
which reflects the aims of the Na
tional Administration to promote uni
versal co-operation of all the people 
in the war work of the nation, a 
meeting of the National Council of 

Senate Bill No. 23. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
on second reading: 

S. B. No. 23, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Section 15 or 
Chapter 5 of the Acts of the First 
Called Session of the Thirty-fourth 
Legislature of the State of Texas, 
which Act was entitled 'An A,ct re-
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gulating the business of co-operative 
savings and contract loan compa
nies,' so that hereafter such com
panies mar im·est their fnn<ls in 
mortgages which shall be a first litm 
on real estate located in any State 
oJ the United States of America, and 
further pennittini; such companies 
to invest their funds in Liberty 
Bonds and other certificates of in
debt-edness \\·hich ha\·e or may here
after be authorized by the United 
States Coni;ress; and declaring an 
emergency." 

Senator Buchanan of Bell offered 
the following amendment, which wns 
read anrl adopted: 

(1) Amend Senate Bill No. 23 by 
strikini; out the words "In any s·tate 
of the Unit'2rl States of America not 
to exceed eighty per cent" in lines 22 
and 2 3 and insert in lieu thereof the 
words "this Slate and not to exceed 
sixty per cent of" and amend the 
ca]llion to conform. 

Senator Bailey offered the follow
ing amendment which was -read and 
adopted: 

(2) Amend Senate Bill No. 23 b)· 
striking out in line 29, page 1, the 
word "eighty" and inserting in lieu 
tlwreof the words "sixty-five," and 
amend the caption so as to conform 
to this nnrl other amendments that 
lrnve been adopted. 

The hill was read second time and 
passed to engrossment. 

On motion of Senator ll!cN-ealus, 
the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three sever~! days was 
suspended and Senate Bill No. 23 
put on Its third rending and final 
passage by the following vote: 

Yeas 24. 

Alderdlce. Hall. 
Balley. Henderson. 
Bee. Hoplcins. 
Buchanan of Bell. Hudspeth. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Johnson or Hall. 
Caldwell. .Tohnston of Hnrrls. 
Collins. l\!cNealus. 
Denn. Page. 
Decherd. Robbins. 
Faust. Strleltland. 
Floyd. Suiter. 
Gibson. Westbrook. 

c1ark. 
Parr. 

Absent. 

Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Lattimore. 

ll!cCollum. 
Smith. 

The bill was laid hefo!'e the Sen
ate, rend third time and, on motidn 
of Senator l\!cNealus, was passed by 
the following vote: 

Yeas-21. 

Aldcrdice. Hall. 
Gailey. Henderson. 
Bco. HopTclns. 
Dnrhanan of B~ll. Hudspeth. 
Buchanan ofScurry.Jolmson of Hall. 
Calrlwell. .Tohnston of Harris. 
Collins. McNenlue. 
Denn. Pngt•. 
Decherd. Roh bins. 
Faust. Westbroolr. 
Gibson. 

Floyd. 
Strickland. 

Clari:. 
Parr. 

Nays-3. 

Suiter. 

Absent. 

Woo(hvnrd. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Lattimore. 

l\IcCollum. 
Smith. 

Senator Jl[cNenlus mo,·erl to re
consider the vote by which the bill 
wns passed and table th·e motion to 
reconsider. 

The motion to table pre,·ailed. 

Hou~c Ilill No. 9-Frec Conference 
Committee nc11ort. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
the following: 

Committee Room. 
Austin, Texas, l\!arch 11, 1918. 

Hon. F. 0. Fuller Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Gentlemen: Your Free Confer

ence Committee appointed to adjust 
the rliff-erence between the Senate 
and the House on the amendments 
by the Senate and rejected by the 
House, on House D!ll No. 9, being 
"An Act to prevent and prohibit in 
time of war the sale, barter or ex
change of spirituous, vinous and 
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malt liquors oi: medicated bitters 
capable of producing intoxication, 
within ten miles of any fort, arsenal, 
training camp, cantonment, aviation 
field or school where soldiers, sail
ors, marines or aviators are ·being 
quartered, held or trained, or where 
ships are being built under contract 
with the government of the United 
States in time of war in a'ny branch 
of the army or navy of the United 

' States; to preYent and ·prohibit the 
tram;portation of such liquors into 
such territory; to . provide against 

·application for stisp·ended sentence 
in such cases; to prohibit the issu
ance of license in such territory; to 
provide suitable punishments in 
such cases, and declaring an emer-
gency," heg leave to report: · 

That your said committee has 
adopted the amendments of the Sen
ate, the most important of . which is 
cha\iging the d,ate on which the said 
Act becomes effective from April 1st 
to April 15th, 1918. 

In addition to accepting the Sen
ate amendments the following 
amendments we'l'e offered in the 
committee ·and adopted by it, to wit: 

"Committee Amendment No. 1, 
Section 6: The Attorney General is 
hereby authorized to enjoin the sale 
of spirituous,' .vinous or malt liquors 
capable of producing intoxication, in 
violation of this Act, or an,y conduct 
in. Yiolation of' this Act, and suit 
therefor may be maintained in the 
name of the State of Texas in Travis 
County, Texas, and the district or 
county attorney .of any county 
wherein any sale · of such liquors are 
made in violation pf any term of this 
Act, or any conduct in violation of 
this 'Act, is hereb,Y authorized to 
maintain, in th-e proper court of said 
county, or in Travis County, Texas, 
suit in the name of the State to en
join and prevent such sale or other 
violation of this Act." 

"Committee ·Amendment No. 2: 
Change Section No. 6 of the original 
bill to read No. 7; No. 7 to read No. 
8 and ·No. 8 to read No. 9." , 

"Committe-e Amendment No. 3: 
Amend the caption of House Bill No. 
9 by adding after words 'to prohibit 
the issuance of liquor licenses in 
such territory,' the following: Au
thorizing and empowering the Attor
ney General to enjoin the sale of li
quors prohibited by .this Act, or any 
conduct in violation · of said Act, and 

authorizing the district or county 
attorney of the county where the 
Yiolations occur to maintain suit in 
the name of the State to enjoin and 
prevent the . sale of such liquors or 
the violations of this Act." 

"Committee Amendment No. 4: 
Amend Section 3a of Senate Amend
ment No. 8, by adding after the 
words 'and every month thereafter, 
file' the words 'a duplicate of.' " 

HENDERSON, 
BEE 
DEAN, 
BUCHANAN of Bell, 

On the Part of the Senate. 
SPENCER, 
COPE, 

. THOMASON of El Paso, 
VEATCH, 
MENDELL, 

On the Part of the House. 

I voted agains't Senate Amend
ment changing date of April 15; 
was in favor of April 1. 

VEATCH. 

I do not agree with the majority 
of the conferees in accepting the 
Senate Amendment changing the 
date of talcing effect of this Act from 
April 1st to April 15th. ·1n this 
hour· of oui· nation's stress the suc
cess of our army ·Should be our first 
thought and ·aim. The protection of 
our soldiers is demanded and should 
not be delayed. I favor the adop
tion of th-e other amendments. 

COPE. 
BUCHANAN of Bell. 

The fofegoing report was read 
and, on motion of Senator Dean, the 
same was adopted by the following 
yote: 

Alderdice. 
Balley. 
Bee. · 
Buchanan 
Caldwell. 
Collins. 
Dean. 
Decherd. 
Faust. 
Floyd. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 

Yeas 23. 

Henderson. 
Hopkins. 
Hudspeth. 

of Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Johnston of Harris. 
McNealus. 
Page. 
Robbins. 
Strlclcland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 

Absent. 

Buchanan of Scurry.Smith. 
Clark. Woodward. 
Parr. 
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Dayton. 
Lattimore. 

Absent-Excnsecl. 

l\TcCollum. 

illessni::es from the Governor. 

1\"ater will come from the gulf and 
fill these streams wlth water, so im
pregnated with salt as to render it 
unfit for use in irrigation. You 
haye b-efore you now a bill to r em
edy this s itnation. 

In adclition to this salt water 
sc,·ernl cxecnth·e messages were which will come up from the gulf, 

at this time 1iresentecl by ll!r. there is anothe r difficulty to the 
Drooks from the GoYernor' s office. snccessful raisin g or rice or other 
The m essages were laid llefore the crops lly means of irrigation. This 
Sena te a nd read as follows: cl iffi cnlty arises from the fa ct tha t 

GoYernor's Offic-e. within the water sheds of these 
Anstin. Texas. l\larch 11, 1918. streams so u s-ed for irrigation there 

To the Thirty- f ifth Legisla tnre In are oil wells and other wells that 
Fourth Ca lled Session : prodnce la rge quantiti es of snit wa
At the r equest of l\lessrs . Jones te r . As to oil wells, it is impossillle 

and Dode!, I s·ubmit for your cons irl- to produce the oil and not raise the 
e ration an Act to am end Honse Bill sa lt wate r al so to the surface , a nd 
No. S21J, which is chapter 137 of the 1 thi s salt water , nnless impounded, 
local and s11ecial laws passed at the finds its way into th-e streams ·so 
R·egula r Sess ion of the Thirty-f ifth nse>d for Irrigation. 
Le> gislature, a pproYed ll!arch 28 , or course, the rai s ing of crops' by 
1~17, creating a more efficient road ir rigation, particularly of rice, is al-
s ~·s tem for Bowie County, Texas. ways of great importance to our peo-

n espec tfully s ubmitted, JJl e. At this tim e, uecause of the 
W. P. HOBBY, . . t· I I J"k 

GoYernor of Texas. "·ar, tt 1s more essen rn . n 1 e 
manner the production of petroleum 
m ust no t be in tc rferecl with, espe
cially at this time, because of the 
great demand for fuel oil to operate 
the light flee ts of 011r own nav,y and 
those of our allies, and for the 
gasoline essential for motor truck 
anrl airplane serYic-e. I think you 
will agree that• the State should do 
anything in its power to remoYe any 
ollstr11ction to the successful con
d 11 c t of both of these indus tries. 

GO\·ernor's Off ic-e, 
Au stin , Texas. l\!arch 11, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Ca lled Sess ion : 
I s ubmit for your consi<leration 

the following subj ect: 
To e nact a law to provide for the 

creation of corporations to prevent 
the pollution of s tream s, and to that 
end empow ering s uch corporations 
to gather, impound and s tore water 
containing salt or other s ullstances 
produced in the drilling or operation 
of oil \Yells or oth er wells ; and au
thor izi ng su ch corporations to charge 
r easonable ra tes fo r setTiec; and pro
hibiting discrimination between pat
ron s ; and conferrin g upon s11 ch cor
porations the power of condemnation 
of n ecessary Ja nel and rights ; au
thorizin g corporations interested in 
the proper di spos ition of such wa
te rs to s ubseribe for, own and vote 
stock in corporations created the re
under; and declaring an emer
gency. 

Th e unu sual clefi ciencv in rainfall 
has lessen ed the flow 'or water in 
the st ream s, partic11larly in the 
southeas tern part of the State, used 
for the irrigation or rice and other 
crops . As previo11s experience has 
s hown, th e r es ult will be tha t salt 

The owners and operators of such 
wells haye spent and are now spend
ing large snm s of money in attempt
ing to prm·ent th e flow into the 
streams of the salt water so pro
d11eecl in the operation of their wells, 
b11t n either these indi\·iduals nor 
such corporations have the power 
to condemn lands for r eservoirs, 
ditches and canals so as to provide 
th e rnq uis ite systems for the im
po11nrlin g of th e salt water so pro
duced, and they meet with much 
difficulty in obtaining th-e lands and 
r ights of way necessary for that pur
pose. Jn my judgment, they should 
he aided in _their efforts to install 
s uch sys te ms, by be ing permitted to 
create corporations for tha t purpose 
and to h ave the power to condemn 
the r-equislte lands and rights, of 
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co\irse, ·paying therefor just compen
sation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
I W. P. HOBBY, 
I Governor of Texas. 

get up data as to the importance of 
Sabine Pass as a shipping point, to 
pass on the foundation for a station 
and recommend to the Thirty-fifth 
Legislature the passage of a bill 
carrying an appropriation ·adequate 

Governor's Office, to build this station. The plan and 
Austin, Texas, March 8, 1918. request for an appropriation con-

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in templated a modern .fil'e and storm 
Fourth Called t:;ession: proof edifice, erected near the deep 
Gentlemen: I submit for your water channel at Sabine Pass. This 

consideration the subject of an ad- building was to provide means of 
ditional appropriation to build a quarantining all persons subject to 
quarantine station at Sabine Pass. quarantine and treat all ships and 
An appropriation of $ 6 5, 0 0 0 was th·eir contents, disinfecting baggage 
made by the Legislatul'e, and after of persons coming from infected 
advertising for plans and bids to ports. In a word, make safe all 
build the station and the contract ships, passengers, freight and b~g
was awarded, it was ascertained that gage which might come from any m
the proposed foundation would not fected port or plac~, and go to either 
serve the purpose. 1 Sabine, Port Arthur, Port Neches, 

Application was made to me for Beaumont or Orange. One station 
authorization of a deficiency war- to provide all these ports. The 
rant of more than $18,000 to meet Legislature appropriated $ 65,000 for 
the necessary additional expense. I this purpose. I immediately se
declined to authorize this deficiency cured a permit from the United 
and made settlement for the work States Government to build this sta
done, under authority of the legis- ti on; adver tised for ·plans and bids 
lative Act, by paying 10 per cent of to build the sta tion; made a contract 
the contract price for the building. to build same, but upon investigation 
An agreement was entered into at it 'was found that the foundation 
the same time that if before April would not do at all to put a build
lst it be the desire of the Legislature Ing on of this kind. It would take 
to make the additional appropria- a pproximately $18 ,000 more money 
tion for the foundation, the con- than the L egislature had appropri
tractor would carry ·out the contract ated to drive piles every four feet, 
on the original cost basis and the fifty feet deep, put a concrete cap 
amount paid would be applied on the on them with girders to hold th·em 
same. together which would support the 

I am accompanying this message building. To be more concise, an 
with a letter from Dr. W. B. Collins, artificial foundation would have to 
State Health Officer, who conducted be made costing approximately the 
the n·egotiations to erect the build- above amount in addition to the sum 
ing, and which communication is appropriated by the Legislature. 
self-explanatory and is submitted for You will remember that the con-
your consideration . , tractor and myself called on you and 

Respectfully submitted, discussed the advisability an·d legal-
W. P. HOBBY, d f' · t t Governor of Texas. ity of issuing a e ic1enc,y warran o 

cover the amount required to do this 
additional work. The additional 
work, you will remember, also in
cluded dredging a slip from the de·ep 
water channel to the house, and 
curbing a boat well under the house 
near the wharf which would be re
quired for . landing people going to 
and froin the station. Your conclu
sion was, if I remember correctly, 
that a deficiency warrant could not 
be issued for this purpose. At any 
rate, you preferred to wait and let 
the Legislature act with all facts be
fore it. 

(Cop,. ) 

February 25 , 1918. 
To His Excellency, Governor W. P. 

Hobby, Austin, Texas. 
Dear Governor: In obedience to 

your request I am giving you the his
tory of the appropriation to build a 
quarantine station at Sabine Pass, 
also reasons for failure to build same 
,at present. In the first place, a 
committee of engineers- were selected 
by th-e Texas State Board of Health 
and Port Arthur Board of Trade to 

ll-4c 
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lllessrs. Kroeger & \\"eston, the 
contractors, claim-eel that they were 
clamagccl in not !Jring allowecl to ;;o 
on and 1.Juild the house, !Jut agreed 
to coniplete their contract, upon the 
payment of 10 per eent of th e con
tra ct price, after a period of ninety 
days. The 10 per cent paid them as 
damagt>s !Jy yourself for the State 
was to he crecl ited on the contract 
price, pro,·ic!ecl th e Legislature ap-
11ropriatecl the amount necessarr to 
complete th-e l.Juilding, and allowing 
them to !Jegin their worl> within 
ninety clays. To be bric>f, thev would 
earry out the original terms 'or their 
contract, gi\·ing the State ninety days 
through the Legislature to appropri
at e th e suppl-<? llH'ntal funds, letting 
the l ll per '"' "' paid !Jy the State as 
damages for forfeiture of contract to 
be applied as a credit on the build
ing, if pro,·ided for by th e L eg isla
ture and work !Jegun within ninety 
days from the tim.: this sum was 
paid. 

I am o;i,·ing you the>se dl'lails in 
onl!'r that you mar requt>st the Leg
islature> to appropriate> thi s sum so 
tlrnt we may go ahead and complete 
this station, which I think Yery im
portant. Sabine is now one of the 
mos t important ports on the Gulf 
Coast, IJPing th-e gateway to all of 
tlu' nboYe .tations. and s ince the b e
ginning of the war there has been a 
!'.l r ge sh ip)·a rd erected at neanmont, 
whieh has increased the tonnage 
shipprrl to and from th·~ port Yery 
materially. Furthermore, the amount 
paid the contractors and dra"·er of 
the plans will be dear loss to the 
St a te unless pro,·is ion is made to 
complet e the s tation. This is an 
it em to be considered. The plumh
ing anrl lighting contrartors have 
also begun to want d amages for fail
ure to he allowed to comply with 
th l'i r con tracts on this building. I 
do not know what snm they will ask, 
but they haYe inclicatecl that they 
will want som e damages. 

In my judgment it would be wise 
to ask th·2 Legislature to make this 
appropriation. HoweYer, I am merely 
stating this in an a dvisory way. and 
not in a spirit of dictation. I lea,·e 
this to your good judgment. 

Hoping l have giYen you s uffi
cient detail upon which to form a 
correct and businesslike conclusion, 

I am·, with kindest personal re
gards and best wishes, 

Yours ,·cry truly and obedi-ently, 
(Signed) w. n. COLLINS, 

State Health Officer. 

(Copy.) 

Austin, Texas, Dec. 20, 19li. 

Hon : w. P . Hobhy, Go,·ernor of 
Texas, 

Austin, Texas. 
Illy Denr Sir: We hereby beg to 

confirm 11111tual agreement reached 
relati,·e to cancellation of a contract 
ente1·erl into between the• State of 
Texas and our firm on the 24th 
rlay of August, 1917, for the erec
tion of a· quarantine station at Sa
bin{' Pass. Texas, said a greement be
ing as follow s , to wit: 

\\'e to be allowed reimbursement 
for amount already expended there
und.:r. to wit: The amount of 
$1,000 and the additional amount of 
$4,790. the snme heing 10 per cent 
of the remainder of the total esti
mate of cost of construction, the to
ta l amount heing $ii,790 to he 1iaid 
to us. 

It is further understood and 
a.greed, and we hereby hind and 
obligate ourseh·es, that in the event 
the necessary amount for construct
ing th·e proper foundation is raised 
and placed at our di sposal (the 
amount not having been pro,· ided for 
in th e appropriation, and being 
ahout $11,000), we will re-enter into 
the sam e contract with the State of 
Texas for the construction of this 
quarantine station, within a period 
o( ninety clays, and allow the said 
amount of $5,790 to he a credit on 
said contract price. 

Witness our hands this the 20th 
day of Decem ber, A. D. 1917. 

fSi g necl) 

Appro\·erl : 

WESTON & KROEGER, 
By W. B. Kroger, 

Mem!Jer of the Firm. 

W. P. HOBBY, 
Go,·ernor of Texas. 

GO\·ernor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, i\Iarch S, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fiCth Legislature in 
Fourth Callee! Session: 
I submit for your consideration a 

financial statement of the State Pris
on System at the close of business 
February 28, 1918. I ha,·e also col-
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lected data pertaining to the ,·arious 
farms ope.rated as a part of the "State 
,Prison System, which is submitted 
for such reference as the members 
of the Legislature may wish to make 
of it. 

That it is better business policy 
for the State to own the lands being 
farmed by the State and on which 
the convicts are worked can not be 
successfully denied. The amounts 
annually paid for rent will in a few 
years purchase the land, and the 
State "'ill profit to that extent. But 
a more important reason for the 
State to own these lands is because 
the State has a freer hand in pro
viding better surroundings and bet
ter working conditions when the 
property is owned rather than rent
ed by the State. The housing facil
ities and the sanitary and physical 
surroundings should be in keeping 
with the best- method of affording 
humane treatment and comfortable 
quarters to the prison inmates, and 
ownership Of the property they "'Orie 
will make that easier of accomplish
ment . 

In my judgment, the Prison Com
missioners should, as the finances of 
the System permit, exercise all of the 

·options to purchase those farms un
der lease. 

In the prison law which became ef
fective in January, 1911, one of the 
principal changes affecting the oper
ation of the State penitentiaries arose 
from the provisions of the law requir
ing the working of the prison popu
lation on State prope1ties and on 
State account, the statute declaring 
this to be the established policy of 
the State in the operation of its Pris
on System. This law, in all substan

. tial particulars, remains in force to
day. 

T)1e Legislature, by the enactment 
of the statute referred to, authorized 
the Prison Commission, with the ·aov
emor's appro,•ai, to acquire by pur
chase such farming ia,nds as might 
be necessary for the employment of 
all convicts not worked in the prison 
factories or otherwise. The action 
of the Legislature in passing this law 
seems to have been the culmination 
of a general trend in that direction 
th rough several successive periods in 
the history of the State penitentia-
ries. · 

-As but n "limited number of pris
oners could be accommodated or ad-

vantageously worked in the two 
walled prisons at Huntsville and 
Ruslc the great majority of the pris
oners have at nil times been used in 
the farming operations. As the 
Prison System in 1911 did not own 
a sufficient acreage of farm lands for 
the employment of all the prisoners 
available for that class of work and 
did not at that time possess funds for 
the purchase of a·ny land the Prison 
Commission resorted to the course of 
entering into a number of lease con
tracts in order to acquire the addi
tional acreage needed, all of these 
leases granting to the Commission 
an option to purchase the lands at 
any time during the life of the lease 
at the agreed price stated therein. 

The first farm purchased by the 
Prison System was the Harlem State 
Farm in Fort Bend Cou·nty in the 
year 1887 and several additional 
farms and tracts of land have been 
purchased since. On January l, 
1917, the System owned a total 
acreage of 56,017 acres, .of which 
31,640 acres were in cultivation. The 
tracts of land under. lease on Jan
uary 1, 1917, containing 22,834 
acres in cultivation of a total acreage 
of 34,191. 

Detailed statements of the land 
owned and under lease at the present 
time are attached and made a part of 
this message. The financial success 
of the System for the year 1917 
placed sufficient means at the di~
posal of the Commission and the 
Governor enabling them to purchase 
additional bodies of ~and for the 
State and it was considered advisable 
and expedient to do so, not only with 
the view of complying 'l,Vith the in
tent and provisions of the Jaw, but 
as a sound business policy for the 
State as well, it appearing that the 
price at which the property could be 
bought and. the terms on which pay
ment could be met in any average 
rear by the amount it would be 
necessary to pay the owner of the 
land as rent should the State con
tinue to lease the property. Conse
quently, in accor<lance with the terms 
of contracts·· entered into in Decem
ber, 1917, and January, 1918, the 
following tracts of land have been 
purchased and duly conveyed to the 
State, to wit: 

1. The Reti'ieve Plantation, Bra
zoria County, Texas, containing 
7 4 2 4.4 acres of land, conveyed by T. 
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Martin to the Prison Commission by 
deed dated February 1, 1918, for a 
total consideration of $320,879 .60, at 
the rate of $ 5 0 per acre for the land 
in cultivablP condition, and $40 per 
acre for the timbered land and land 
not at present In a state of cultiva
tion; terms of payment $125,879.60 
cash, balance in six equal annual in
stallments, the first installment fall
ing clue January 1, 1920; the de
ferred payments bearing five per cent 
interest payable annually. 

2. The Masterson Plantation, 
Brazoria County, Texas, containing 
3900 acres of lancl, conveyed by 
Branch T. Masterson to the Prison 
Commission by deed elated Decem
ber 31 , 1917, for a total considera
tion of $136,500 at the rate of $35 
per acre; terms of payment $ 5 0, 0 0 0 
cash, balance in ten equal annual ic
stallments, the first installment fall
ing due DC'cember 31, 1918; the de
ferred payments bearing six per cent 
interest payable annually. 

:l. The J ackson Place, in Brazo
ria County, Texas, containing 3377 .-
9 9 acres of Ian d, conveyed by Bassett 
Blakely to the Prison Commission by 
deed elated January 1, 1918, for a 
total consideration of $135,119 .60, 
at the rate of $40 per acre; terms of 
payment $50 ,000 cash, balance in ten 
equal insta llments, the first install
ment falling due January 1, 1919; 
the deferred payments bearing six 
per cent interest payable annually. 

The i\las terson and the Jackson 
places, above referred to, adjoin and 
lie adjacent to the 'Ramsey State 
Farm and will henceforth properly 
be a part of that farm and will con
tim1e under the Ramsey ·Farm man
agement, as has been the case during 
the past se,·eral years that the l\Ias
terson and Jackson places have been 
leased by the System. The original 
tract, designated as the Ramsey state 
Farm, was acquired by purchase 
some ten years ago. The Retrieve 
Farm, near the town of Angleton, 
Texas, is not attached to any oth er 
State Plantation and constitutes au 
independent farm ltselt. 

The attached statements will show 
the acreage now owned and leased 
by the Prison System. Statement 
"A" gives the names and locations of 
the State owned properties with to
tal acreage and acreage in cultiva-

tion·; Statement "B" gives names of 
leased tracts, lessors and acreage In 
culth·ation thereon; Statement "C" 
gi1•es total acreage contained in the 
teased tracts, rental terms and option 
price per acre at which the land can 
be bought by the State. Of a total 
of 70,71g,39 acres owned by the 
State 36,800 acres are in cultiva
tion. ' The principal crops produced 
are cotton, sugar cane, corn and 
other feedstuffs, and garden truck. 

The total prison population on 
;\larch 1, 1918, was 3655, of the va
rious farms of the system. 

The three tracts of land recently 
purchased are considered by the 
Prison Commission to be splendid ac
quisitions. In 1917 the gross value 
of the crops produced on the Jackson 
place practically equalled "the entire 
purchase price or the property; the 
1irodnct!on on the Masterson place 
amounted to nearly sixty per cent of 
the purchase price, while the gross 
production on the Retrieve Farm 
amounted in value to practically one
third of the entire purchase price of 
the farm . Within the next thirty 
days approximately $1 5,000 worth of 
wood cut from the Ramsey Farm, in
cluding the i\lasterson place, will be 
ready for shipment. The wood has 
already been sold under contract for 
early delivery. I am accompanying 
th is message with a letter from the 
Prison Commission, setting forth the 
reasons for and the adva,ntages of 
th e purchases made. 

The State's policy of working pris
oners only on Sta te owned property 
and of utilizing the great majority 
of convicts in farming, especially at 
a time such as the present when the 
cry for greater production ls so uni
versal, suggests the ad1•isahility and 
wisdom of the Prison System making 
further purchases of land as soon as 
It n1ay be ·found practicable and ex
pedient to do so and of exercising 
the options it now holds to purchase 
large bodies of land that are being 
worked under lease contracts, with 
the end in view of the State acquir
ing ownership of all the farm land 
needed for the proper employment of 
the convicts assigned to that class of 
lal:ior. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 
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"A." 

Statement of Lands Owned by the Prison System on March 1, 1918, Show
ing Total Acreage and Acreage in Cultivation for the Year 1918. 

Total 
Name of Farm. .County Acreage 

Harlem State Farm .............. Fort Bend ..... 5,579 
Imperial State Farm .............. Fort Bend ..... 5,235 

Acreage In 
Cultivation. 

Ramsey State Farm• . .. ....... .. Brazoria ....... 15,039.99 

4,704 
4,579 
6,704 
5,985 Clemens State Farm ....•.. .' ....• Brazoria ....... 8,255 

Eastham State Farm .. . .......... Houston ....... 13,040 
Ferguson State Farm ............ Madison .. ..... 4,320 
Shaw State Farm ................ Bowie ........ : 4,610 
Retrieve State Farm .. , .......... Brazoria ....... 7,424.4 
Wynne State Farm .........•....• Walker ........ 1,976 
Goree State Farm** ......... .. .. Walker ........ 1,000 
Rusk Prison Lands*** ............ Cherokee ...... 4,240 

7,220 
1,700 
2,460 
2,400 

505 
544 

Totals ......................... . ........• 70, 719,39 36,800 

•Ramsey Farm includes Masterson and Jackson Places recently pur
chased. 

**Goree Farm is the Women's Farm. 
•••Rusk Prison lands will no longer be available for use by the Prison 

System. · 

"B.'' 

Statement of Lands Leased by Prison System under Contracts in Force 
for Year 1918. 

Acreage in 
Name of Farin Lessor Cultivation 

Blue Ridge Farm ................ Bassett Blakely ........... 7,000 
Bassett Blakely Farm ............ Bassett Blakely ........... 2,552 
John D. Rogers Farm ............ John D. Rogers ........... 2,730 
Darrington Farm ............... Bassett Blakely . .......... 3,500 

Small Tracts Leased, Adjoining State Farms. 

Clemens State Farm: 
Caldwell Place ................ T. w., Caldwell. ....... . .. . 

Imperial State Farm: 
Turner Piace ............. · .... Bassett Blakely .......... . 
McLaughlin Place .· ............ l\Irs. D. F. McLaughlin ..... . 
Shamblin Place ............... Mrs. E. J. Shamblin ....... . 

Harlem State ' Farm: 
Figure Four Ranch ............ Real F. Ransom . ..•....... 
Blakely Land ................ Bassett Blakely .......... . 
Fields Place .................. Mrs. E. J. Fields ..•.. ••..• . 

Ramsey State Farm: 
J. H. Smith Tract ............•. J. H. Sieber ........•...... 
J. Mort Smith Place ............ J. Mort Smith .. . ......... . 
Barnes Place . .. ... .... . ... ... A. C. Barnes .. . ... ...•.... 
Schwab Tract ................. Fred Schwab ............ . 
Baker Tract .................. Mrs. J. F. Baker ... . ...... . 

343 

1,000 
167 
100 

1,900 
483 
200 

107 
100 
190 

90 
50 

Total acres lease land in cultivation ...•................ 20,502 
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''C." 

Statement cf Lands Leased by Prison System Showing Total Acreage in 
Tracts, R ental Terms, ancl Price nt which State Has 011tion to Purchase. 

Name of Tract 
Blue Ridge No. 1 ...... . 
Blue Ridge No. 2 ... . ..• 
Bassett Blakely Farm . .. . 

John D. Rogers Farm ... 

Darrington Farm ... .. . . 

Clemens Farm Leases: 
Turner Place .. .. . .. . 

:llcLan5hlin Place . ... 

Shamblin Place ..... . 

Harlem Farm Leases: 
Fignre Four Rach . . ... 

Blakely Land ...... . . 

Fields Place . . ...... . 

Ramsey Farm L eases : 
J. G. Smith Land .. . .. . 
J. ?llort Smith Land .. . 
Barnes Land . .. .... . 
Schwab Land ....... . 

Baker Land . . ...... . 

Total acres, including 
cultivable and non-culti-

Total 
.Acreage 
5,300 
1,700 
3,000 

3,000 

G,702 

1,000 

157 

100 

1,928 

483 

200 

107 
100 
209 
152 

250 

vable land .......... 24,731 

Option Price 
RetHal Terms per Acre 

2~ per rent of crops . .... . . $50.00 
40 per cent of crops• ...... ---
$1 5,000 per annum or one-

fourth ·crops produced . . . 60. 00 
$12 per acre or 4 0 per cent of 

cot ton and 5 0 per cetit of 
corn• .. . ... . .. .... . .. . 60.00 

25 per cent of cotton and corn 
ancl 20 per cent of cane and 
other crops ............ 50.00 

$i. OO per acre or one-fourth 
crop ................. . . ---

$5.00 per acre or one-fourth 
cro11 . ... ... . ........ .. . ---

$5.00 per acre or one-fourth 
crop ................... ---

$6.00 per acre or one-fourth 
cro11 . .. .. ............. . ---

$5.00 per acre or one-fourth 
crop ................... ---

$5.00 per acre or one-fourth 
crop ... . ... .. .......... ---

One-fifth of crop procluced .. --
One-fifth of crop produced .. --
One-fifth of crop produced .. --
One-fifth cotton ancl one~third 

corn ...... .. .... . ... . . 
$205. per annum .......... ---

*Lessors Blue Ridge No. 2 and .Tohn D . . Rogers Farm, In addition to 
mules ancl farming implements, furnish all planting seed and all feed for 
workstock. 

At Darrington and Blue Ridge No. 1, lessors are obliged to furnish a 
requisite numbor. oC mules ancl guard horses. At Bassett Blakely Farm 
ancl Turner Place, lessor furnishes mules, horses and all farming imple
ments and tools. 

Board .of Prison Commissioners. 
Huntsville, Tex., Feb. 25, 1918. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby. Governor of 
Texas, Austin, Texas. 
Dear Sir: Relative to th e rer.ent 

purchases of land in Brazoria 
County made by the Prison Commis
sion with yonr approval, I have 
thought it advisable to make this 
written statement to you setting 
forth the reasons these properties 

were purchased for the prison sys
tem, most of which N!asons have 
heretofore been stated to you by let
ter and in conferences had witli you 
relative to these purchases. 

In the first place, the prison law 
passed in 1911 provid-ed that the 
Prison Commission might buy so 
many acres of land as would enable 
all prisoners hired out or worked 
on share or contract farms, and who· 
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are Ii.ot otherwise emplo1ed, to be 
employed directly on farms belong
ing to the prison system. This pol
icy of the Legislature, as. expr.essed 
by the statute, has also been the 
policy of the present Board of Pris
on Commissioners, practical experi
ence ·having demonstrated that farm
ing is · the best form. of . labor in 
which to 'use the great majority of 
Stata convicts. 

The three places .purchased were 
the Retrieve Plantation, consisting of 
7,42 4.4 acres, for a total considera
tion of $320,879.60; the Masterson 
Plantation, containing 3,900 acres, 
total consid.eration $136,500; the 
FeUx Jackson place froiri Mr. Bas
sett Blak·ely, containing 3,377.99 
acres, total consideration $135,-
119.60. These three places . and 
other farms have been leased by the 
system since 1911, as .. the s1stem did 
not own a sufficient acreag-e for the 
employment of all the convicts as
signed to farm labor, and the finan
cial condition of the system in pre
vious years does not seem to have 
justified any extensive purchases of 
land. Howey-er, the system's fi
nances at the present time will jus
tify such purchases, and in our opin
ion, it is good business for the State, 
as well as for an .individual, to own 
the land it works rather than con
tinue to rent it. The annual pay
ments of rent · to the lessor will, in 
any averag-e year, more than · take 
care of the annual pa1ments on the 
purchase price, and frequently far 
exceed these annual installments of 
the purchase price. For Instance, 
the annual •payments of purchas-e 
money on the Masterson · Plantation, 
according to the terms of the deed, 
will be $8,650, whereas, in 1917, 
Mr. Masterson was paid in rent and 
the value of the crop turned over to 
him, amounting to $20,530. The 
annual payments on the Felix Jack
son place will be $8,511.96; the 
rent paid for the use of this place 
during 1917 amounted to $27,149. 
The deferred payment on the Re
trieve place, amou.nting to $195,000, 

is payable in seven years; the 
amount of rent paid on this place in 
1917 amounted to $24,821 .76. 

From the foregoing, it is seen that 
the annual payments of the pur
chase money will be taken care ··of 
by the annual rent that would have 
to be paid the lessors had the State 
continued to lease these properties. 
In addition to this, as we have pre
viousl,Y advised, there are some val
uable tracts . of timber and wood 
lands in the premises purchased, 
and th-e value of the wood and tim
ber we expect to cut, use and sell 
each year will go a long way to
wards paying for the land, if it' does 
not do so entirely. 

With further reference to the Re-· 
tri-eve farm, this place is known to 
.be one of the best cane farms in 
Texas, the yield in any average ye'ar 
being heavy and rich. · It is our in
tention to · develop the cane acreage 
on this farm so as to have ·in cul ti-· 
vation · th-ere · within the next four' 

·or five jYears approximately 5,000 
acres in cane. The cane will be 
shipped and milled at the Clemens 
Sugar Mill, which is only a few 
miles from Retrieve. This mill rep
resents an inv·estment around $250,· 
000 and is a modern and well 
equipped mill in every respect, and 
has not been run to full capacity 
during recent years on account of 
lack of cane in its vicinity. nming 
the year 191 7, the mill made a profit 
of $37,000 from 1,100 acres of 
can·e on Clemens farm, and but !or a 
short cane crop and the .ov<irhead 
expense, the profits would have heen 
greater. This increased cane acre
age on Retrieve farm will -enable the 
Clemens mill to run to full capa~ity 
and make a profit in proportion to 
the amount invested in the machm~ 
ery, building and equipment or the 
mill, and the overhead expense will 
be no greater than in the past, when 
the mill has been operated only a 
part of the season. 

Yours very truljY, 
(Signed) W. G. PRYOR, 

Prison Commissioner. 
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Financial Statement of the State Prison System at the Close of Business 
February 28, 1918. 

Balance on hand February 28, 1918 .............. . .. . . $1,293,828.36 

Distributed nR follows: 
Union National Bank, Houston, Texas .................. $ 67,548.68 
Houston National Exchange Bank, Houston, Texas........ 48,810.59 
Huntsv!lle State Bank, Huntsville, Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,513.37 
State Treasurer, Austin, Texas ......................... 1,134,955.72 

Total. ........................................ $1,293,82 8.36 

(Signed) JAMES P. WELSH, 
Auditor Texas State Prison System. 

l\lessngc from tho House. 

Hall of the House or Representatives. 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House 

to Inform the Senate that the House 
has passed the following bllls: 

S. B. No. 18, creating the Batson 
Independent School District. 

S. B. No. 21, creating the Sugar
land Independent School District. 

H. B. No. 55, creating the Lamkin 
Independent School District. 

H . B. No. 54 , creating the Hutto 
Independent School District. 

H. B. No. 53, creating the Burke
vllle Independent School District. 

S. B. No. 15, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 7447, 
Chapter 5, Title 12 6 of the RevlsP.d 
Civil Statutes of Texas of 1911, so 
as to hereafter pro,·ide that no li
cense shall be granted to any dealer 
in either spirituous, vinous or malt 
liquors except within Incorporated 
cities and towns and prescribing the 
distance from certain Institutions 
nnd places within which no license 
tor such business shall be granted. 
and declaring nn emergency." 

H. B. No. 48, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize the commis
sioners courts of the various coun
ties of this State to pay for th.-i 
services of interpreters employed by 
the various courts in this State, and 
providing for the collection in civil 
suits of the sum of three dollars 
( $ 3) as cost or interpreter In every 
ch•ll suit where an interpreter is 
used, and declaring an emergency." 

S. C. R. No. 7, relating to waste 
paper of House and Senate. 

Adopted Free Conference Commit-

tee report on House Bill No. 9 by the 
following vote: Yens, 9 8; nays, 2. 

Respectfully, 
BOB BARKF,R, 

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 

Dills Rend nnd Referred. 

The Chair, President Pro Tern. 
Decherd, had referred, after their 
captions had been read, the follow
ing House bills: 

H. B. No. 53, referred to the Com
mittee on Educational Affairs. 

H. B. No. 54, referred to the Com
mittee on Educational Affairs. 

H. B. No. 55, referred to the Com
mittee on Educational Affairs. 

H. B. No. 48, referred to the Com
mittee on Civil Jurisprudence. 

Sennte Bill No. 41. 

Senator Hudspeth moved that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days be sus
pended and Senate Bill No. 41 put 
on its second rending. 

The motion prevailed by the fol
lowing vote: 

Yeas-23. 

Alderdlce. 
Balley. 
Bee. 
Buchanan of Bell. 
Caldwell. 
Collins. 
Dean. 
Decherd. 
Faust. 
Floyd. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 

Henderson. 
Hopkins. 
Hudspeth. 
Johnson of Hall. 
Johnston of Harrie. 
lltcNealue. 
Page. 
Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 
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Absent. 

Buchanan ot Scurry.Woodward. 
Clark. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Lattimore. 
McColl um. 

Parr. 
Smith. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
on second reading: 

S. B. No. 41, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Chapter 93 of the 
Acts of the Thirty-fifth Legislature, 
approved by the Governor March 26, 
1917, and being 'An Act creating the 
El Paso County Court at Law, to fix 
and prescribe the jurisdiction of the 
county court of EI Paso County, fixing 
the salaries of the judges of the 
county court of El Paso County, and 
of the El Paso County Court at Law; 
and declaring an emergency.'" 

The Senate rule requiring com
mittee reports to lie over one day 
was suspended. 

The committee report that the bill 
be not printed was adopted. 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to engrossment. 

On motion of Senator Hudspeth, 
the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days was 
suspended and Senate Bill No. 41 
put on its third reading and final 
passage by the fo!lowing vote: 

Yi!as-22. 

Alderdlce. 
Bee. 
Buchanan of Bell. 
Caldwell. 
Colllns. 
Dean. 
Decherd. 
Faust. 
Floyd. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 

Henderson. 
Hopkins. 
Hudspeth. 
Johnson of Hall. 
Johnston of Harris. 
McNealue. 
Page. 
Robbins, 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 

Absent. 

Balle}'. Parr. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Smith. 
Clark. Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Lattimore. 

McColl um. 

The bill was laid before the 
Senate, read third time and, on mo-

tion of Senator Hudspeth, was passed 
by the following vote: 

Alderdlce. 
Bailey, 
Bee. 

Yeas-22. 

Henderson. 
Hopkins. 
Hudspeth. 

Buchanan ot Bell. 
Colline. 

Johnson ot Hall. 
Johnston ot Harris. 

Dean. 
Decherd. 
Faust. 
Floyd. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 

McNealus. 
Page. 
Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 

Absent. 

Buchanan of Scurry. Parr. 
Caldwell. Smith. 
Clark. Woodward. 

Dayton. 
Lattimore. 

Absent-Excused. 

McColl um. 

{Senator Westbrook in the chair.) 

House Bill No. so. 
The Chair laid before the Senate 

on second reading: 
H. B. No. 30, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 7235, 
Chapter 6, Title 124, Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas, 1911, as aIDended 
by Chapter 72, General Laws of the 
Thirty-third Legislature, and Chap· 
ters 26 and 99, General Laws of the 
Thirty-fourth Legislature, and Chap
ter 131, General Laws of the Thirty
fifth Legislature, with reference to 
the mode of preventing horses and 
certain other animals from running 
at large in the counties· named so 
as to Include Armstrong County, and 
declaring an emergency.'' 

The Senate rule requiring com
mittee reports to lie over one day 
was suspended. 

The committee report that the bill 
be not printed was adopted. · 

Senator Hall offered the follow
ing amendment which was read and 
adopted: 

{ 1) Amend House BiII No. 30, by 
striking out the word "Brazoria 
County" wherever it occurs. 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Johnson ot 
Hall, the constitutional rule requlr-
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ing bills to be r ead on three se,·eral 
days was suspended and House Bill 
~o. 30 put on its third read ing and 
final passage by the following vote: 

Yeas-21. 

Alderrlice. 
Baller. 
Bee. 
Buchanan or Bel!. 
Clark. 
Dean. 
Faust. 
'r'loyd. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Henderson. 

Honldn~. 
Hudsp eth. 
Johnson of Hall. 
Johnston of Harr!~. 
McNealus. 
Page. 
Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 
Westbroolc 

Absent. 

Buchanan ofScnrry :Decherd. 
Caldwell. Smith. 
Collins. Woodward. 

A bsen !-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Lattimore. 

McColl um. 
Parr. 

The bill was laid before the Sen
ate, read third time and, on motion 
of Senator Johnson of Hall, was 
passed by the following vote: 

Yeas-21. 

Alderd!ce. 
Bee. 
Buchanan of Bell. 
Caldwell. 
Clark. 
Dean. 
Faust. 
Floyd. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Henderson. 

Hopldns. 
Hudspeth. 
Johnson of Hall. 
Johnston of Harris. 
McNealus. 
Page. 
Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 

Absent. 

Balle;l'. Parr. 
Buchanan of Scurry. Smith. 
Coll!ns. Woodward. 
Decherd. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Lattimore. 

McColl um. 

House Bill No. o7. 
The Chair laid before the Senate 

on second reading: 
H. B. No. 57, A b!ll to be entitled 

"An Act authorizin g the com
missioners court of Anderson County, 
Texas to cancel all previous orders 
of said court authorizing the is· 
suance of road bonds under the provi
sions of Chapter 2, Title 18, etc., and 
declaring an emergency." 

The Senate rule requiring com
mittee report to lie over one day 
was suspended. 

The committee report that the bill 
be not printed was adopted. 

The bi!! was read second time and 
passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Strickland, 
the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days was 
suspended and House Bill No. 57 
put on its third read ing and final 
passage by the fo!Jowing vote: 

Alderdice. 
Balley. 
Bee. 
Buchanan of 
Caldwell. 
Clark. 
Dean. 
Faust. 
Floyd. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 

Yeas-21. 

· Henderson. 
Hopkins. 
Hudspeth. 

Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Johnston of Harris. 
McNealus. 
Page, 
Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Westbrook. 

Absent. 

Buchanan ofScurry.Smlth. 
Collins. Suiter. 
Decherd. Woodward. 
Parr. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Lattimore. 

l\IcCollum. 

The bill was laid before the 
Senate, read third time and, on mo
tion of Sena tor Strickland, was 
passed by the following vote: 

Alderdice. 
Balley. 
Bee. 
Buchanan 
Caldwell. 
Clark. 
Dean. 
Faust. 
Floyd. 
Gibson. 
Hall. 

Yeas-21. 

Henderson. 
Hopkins. 
Hudspeth. 

of Bell. Johnson or Hall. 
Johnston of Harrie. 
l\IcNealus. 
Page. 
Robbins. 
&trlckland. 
Westbrook. 
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Absent. 

Buchanan of Scurry.Smith. 
Collins. Suiter. 
Decherd. Woodward. 
Parr. 

Absent-E]xcused. 

Dayton. 
Lattlmore. 

McColl um .. 

Ad.iournment. 

Senator Wesbrook at 4:25 o'clock 
p. m. moved to adjourn until 10 
o'clock tomorrow morning. 

The motion prevailed and the 
Senate stood adjourned. 

APPENDIX. 

Petitions nnd J\Iemorinls. ' 

Senators Hall, Johnston of Harris, 
Dean, Bailey, Bee, Westbrook, .John
son of Hall and Clark, each presented 
petitions from citizens of their re
spective districts opposing amend
ment to election Jaws of the state. 

Senator Clark offered a memorial, 
opposing a bill to prohibit the 
teaching ·of German · in pu~lic 
schools. 

Senator McNealus offered a letter 
from M ... Dunlap, of Mission, T-exas, 
who ·favors prohibition of wine for 
sacramental .purposes. · 

Senators ·Johnson of Hall, Hall 
and Decherd each presented tele
grams favoring a drastic · Statewide 
prohibition biil. 

Senator McNealus offered a tele
gram from Mesquite, Texas, asking 
that action on telephone blll be de· 
{erred untll telephone companies can 
be heard. 

Engr.ossing Comrnlttee Report. 

Committee Room. 
·Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the · Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on En-

grossed Bills has had Senate Bill 
No. 24 carefully compared, ·and finds 
the ~ame correctly engrossed. · 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Conunitee Reports. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin , Texas, March · 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. or' the Senate. 
Sfr: Your Committee? on Educa

tional Affairs to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 38, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating and incorporating 
the Brownfield Independent School , 
District, in Terry County, Texas and 
defining the boundaries thereof, pro
viding for a board of trustees there
of, and defining their powers and 
authoi:i.ty, authorizing said board to 
levy, assess, and collect taxes for 
maintenance and building purposes 
·and to issue bonds therefor; provid
ing for an assessor and collector of 
taxes thereof, and providing for a 
board of equalization of said school 
district, providing for an election of 
·trustees thereof, and providing for 
an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that it do pass, and 
be not printed. / 

Lattimore, Vice Chairman; Gibson, 
Dayton, Robbins, Floyd, Decherd, 
Page, Johnson of Hall, Buchanan of 
Scurr,Y. · 

(Floor Report.) 

S-enate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918, 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Civil 

Jurisprudence, to whom was re
ferred 

S. B. No. 28, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating a court to be 
styled the Commission of Appeals of 
the State of Texas, to consist of six 
persons, learned in the law, to be 
appointed by the Governor by and 
with the advice of the Senate, which 
shall sit in two section; known as 
Section A, and Section B, each sec
tion consisting of three members, and 
who shall hold their offices for two 
years, and receive for their services 
a salary of · $5,000.00 each per an
num, and providing that parties to 
any causes now or hereafter pending 
in the Supreme Court may consent, 
In writing, for the action of the Com
mission thereon and the certifica-
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lion of such action, and, providing 
that the Supreme Court shall have 
power and authorll,Y to refer to said 
Commission of Appeals any cases 
now or hereafter pending before 
said Court for examination and re
port thereon; and making It the 
duty of the Supreme Court in cer
tain circumstances to refer cases to 
said Commission of Appeals; provid
ing for the consideration of all such 
cases by the Commission of Appeals 
and for report thereon; for the 
adoption of such report bY the Su
preme Court; and providing the ef
fect that shall be given to such re
ports, when adopted by the Supreme 
Court; providing for costs that shall 
accrue in cases referred to said Com
mission of Appeals; providing for 
the appointment of a clerk and steno
grapher for said Commission of Ap
peals and fixing their compensation; 
providing for a seal for said Com
mission of Appeals; defining the 
powers and authority of said Com
mission, and declaring an emer
gency,'' 

Have had the same under consld· 
eration, and I am directed to report 
same back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

BAILEY, Chairman. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber. 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Educa

tional Affairs to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 40, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act adding to and making a 
part of the Port. Lavaca Independent 
School District In Calhoun County, 
Texas, including the town of Port 
Lavaca, certain lands and territory 
adjoining thereto; and declaring an 
emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the re
commendation that It do pass and be 
not printed. 

BEE, Chairman. 

Committee Room. 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: I Your Committee on Labor, 

to whom was referred 

S. B. No. 39, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act for the protection of the 
health, safety and comfort of em
ployes in factories, mills, workshops 
mercantile establishments, laundries 
or other establishments where wo
men are employ.ed, providing for 
proper temperature and ventilation 
for the protection of the health of 
employes, requiring the removal of 
gas, effluvia or odors from places 
where employes are required to 
work and means to allay dust in
jurious to the health of persons em
ployed, prohibiting decomposed or 
putrescent matter or refuse of any 
kind to be allowed to remain in or 
around such place of employment; 
providing for cleaning, sweeping and 
dusting outside of working hours, re
quiring doors used by employes ae 
entrances or exits to open outward, 
prescribing the number of water 
cloeets, earth closets or privies to be 
supplied and requiring separate 
closets or privies for males and fe
males, requiring such closets or 
privies to be kept clean and effec
tively disinfected and ventilated, 
authorizing the Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics or any of his depu
ties or Inspectors to enter any 
factory, mill or workshop, mercan
tile establ!shment, laundry or other 
establishment for making Inspection 
and enforcing the provision of this 
Act, authorlzng the said Commis
sioner, his deputies or Inspectors to 
issue an order for the correction of 
unsanitary or immoral conditions or 
neglect to remove fumes and gases 
Injurious to employes where females 
are employed; In case of failure or 
refusal on the part of the owner, 
superintendent, manager or other 
person In control or management of 
such establlshment giving the Com
missioner of Labor Statistics, his de
P.Uties or inspectors power to close 
such establishment or any part of !t 
until such time as said orders are 
complied with, providing how such 
'powers may be exercised and provid· 
ing a method for testing the val!dity, 
etc., of such orders, fixing penalties 
for violation of provisions Of the 
Act, and declaring an emergency," 

:Have had the same under consid
eration and beg to report .same 
back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass. 

l\IeNEALUS, Chairman. 
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(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tem. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Roads, 

Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred 

H. B. No. 57, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to authorize and empower 
the commissioners court ot Ander- ' 
son County to cancel and revoke all 
previous orders of said court author
izing the issuance of road bonds un
der the provisions of Chapter 2, 
Title 18, of the Revised Civil Stat
utes of Texas, etc., and declaring an 
emergency,'' 

Have had the same under consid
eration and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the re
commendation that it do pass and be 
not printed. 

Caldwell, Chairman; Bee, Gibson, 
Strickland, Clark, Smith, Floyd, 
Buchanan of Scurry. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tem. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Judicial 

Districts, to whom was referred 
S. B. No. 41, A bi!l to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Chapter 93, of 
the Acts of the Thirty.fifth Legisla
ture, an Act creating the El Paso 
County Court at Law, fixing and 
prescribing the jurisdiction thereof, 
etc .. which amendmend is to restore 
to the County Court at Law of El 
Paso County concurrent jurisdiction 
of criminal cases and all causes re
lating to crlminal matters and pro
viding · for the transfer of criminal 
causes from the County Court at 
Law of El Paso County, Texas to thti 
County Court of El Paso County, and 
vice versa; also providing and au
thorizing the judge of the County 
Court at Law of El Paso County, 
Texas, to appoint an official short
hand reporter for the El Paso 
County Court at Law, .and providing 
for the compensation of the judge of 
the County Court at Law of El Paso 
County, Texas, and declaring an 
em·ergenc,Y." 

Have had the same under consid
eration and beg leave to report It 
back to the Senate with the recom-

mendation that it do pass and be 
not printed. 

Buchanan of Scurry, Chairman; 
Henderson, Hall, Johnston of Har
ris, Dean, Suiter. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E . A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Stock 

and Stock Raising to whom was re
ferred 

H. B. No. 30, A biJJ to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Article 7235, 
Chapter 6, Title. 124, Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas, 1911, as amended 
by Chapter 72, General Laws of the 
Thirty-third Legislature, and Chap
ters 2 6 and 9 9, General Laws of 
Thirty-fourth Legislature, and Chap
ter 131 General Laws of Thirty
fifth Legislaturn with reference to 
the mode of preventing horses and 
certain other animals from running 
at large in the counties named, so as 
to include Armstrong County, Dick
ens County and Brazoria County, and 
declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consider
ation and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the re
comendation that it do pass and . be 
not printed. · 

Clark, Hudspeth, Johnson of Hall, 
Buchanan of Bell, Dean. 

Committee Room. 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Criminal 

Jurisprudence, to whom · 'l,Vas re
ferred 

H. B. No. 8, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act prohibiting the manufac
ture, sale, barter, or exchange of 
spirituous, vinous, or malt liquor, or 
liquors of any character capable of 
producing intoxication, within this 
State on and after the taking effect 
of this Act, except for medicinal, me
chanical, scientific or sacramental 
purposes; prohibiting the use of pre
mises, devices, and aids in the man
ufact.ure, sale, barter, or exchange 
of such liquors; providing penalties 
for violations of this Act, etc., and 
declaring an emergency," 

Have had •the same under consid
eration, and beg leave to report the 
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same back to the Senate with the 
r ecommendat ion that it do pass. 

PAGE, Chairman. 

Committee Room. 
Au stin, Texas, March 11. 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Dechercl, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Finance 

to whom was r eferred 
S. B. No. 29, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act ·fixing the salary of the Ac!· 
jutant General and making an ap
propria tion , etc., and declaring an 
emergency," 

Ha,·e had the same under consid
eration and beg leave to re11ort it 
back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass with the 
followin g committee amendments. 

Committee Amendment No . 1. 
Strike out all of Section 1, and in

sert in lieu thereof the following: 
Section 1. "That from and afte r 

the 1st clay of April, 1918, the Au
jutan t Gen eral of the State of Texas 
shall reeeiYe an annual sa lary of 
th1·ee thousand six hundred ( $3 ,
G00.00) dollars." 

Committee Amendment No. 2. 
Strike out all of Section 2, and in

sert in li eu thereof the following: 
Section 2. " That the follow ing 

sums of money a1'e or so much there
of as may be necessary be, and the 
same are hereby appropriated out of 
any money in the Sta.te T reasury not 
otherwise appropriated for paying 
salary of the Adjutant General. 

"For the month s April to August 
inclu si\·e of the fi scal year ending 
Augu<t 31, 1918, $1,500.00. 

" For the fiscal year ending August 
31 , 1919, S3,G0 0.00. " 

Committee Amendment No. 3. 
Strike out of the caption of the 

bill the fi gures "$7,200.00" and in
sert in lieu thereof the figures 
$5,100.00 ." 

CALDWELL, Vice Chairman. 

Committee Room . 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E . A. Dech erd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir : Your Committee 0 11 Criminal 

Juri spruclence, to whom was r e-
H. B. No. 2G, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Chapter G7, of the 
Acts of the Regular Session Of tlte 
Thirty-thircl L egislature a s amended 
by Chapter 31, of the Acts or the 
First Called Session of the Thirty
thircl Legislature, regulating the 

::hipment and sale of intoxicating 
liquors; this Act being to amend the 
nforesaid Act of the Legislature so 
t hat Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of said 
Chapter 31 of the Acts of the First 
Called Session of the Thirty-third 
Legislature shall be divided into 
r.even sections, to be known in said 
Chapter as Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 5a, 5b, 
and fie, and also by amending Sec
tion 9, of said Chapter 31, so that 
said Sections as thus divided and 
amended shall read, in substance, 
that, except as otherwise provided, 
it sha ll be unlawful for any person 
to possess intoxicating liquors for 
!lersonal use, sale, or any other pur
pose, or receive from a comman car· 
rier or any person, firm or corpora
tion or any officer, agent, or em
ploye thereof in any pla.ce where 
sale of intoxicating liquors is pro
hibited; making this provision apply 
to interstate as well as intrastate 
shipments and carriers, etc., and de
claring nn en1ergency," 

Have had the same under consid
era tion, and beg lea\'e to report the 
same back to the Senate with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

PAGE, Chairman. 

Committee Room. 
Aus tin, Texas, l\Iarch 11, 1918 . 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir : Your Committee on Civil 

Jurisprudence, to whom was re
ferred 

S. B. No. 32, A hill to be entitled 
" An Act to amend Article 921, Chap
ter 5 Title 2 2, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas relating to appeals 
from the corporation courts and add
ing thereto Article 92la providing 
that in cities of ninety thousand pop
ulation or over, incorpor"ated under 
special charters and situated In 
counties containing one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand population r.r 
o\·er for appeals from the corpora
tion courts to the Court of Criminal 
Appeals of Texas, and declaring an 
en1·ergen cy,' ' 

Have bad the same under consid
eration, and I nm instructed to re
port the same back to the Senate 
with the recommendation that it do 
pass, and be not printed, but he 
printed in the Journal. 

BAILEY, Chairman. 
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S. B. No. 32. By l\1cNealus. 

A BILL 
To be entitled 

An Act to amend Article 921, Chapter 
5, Title 22, of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas relating to ap
peals from the corporation courts 
and adding thereto Article 921a, 
providing that in cities of ninety 
thousand population or ov-ar i'ncor
porated under special charters and 
sifoated in counties containing o.n·e 
hundred and twenty-five thousand 
population or over for appeals 
from the corporation courts to the 
Court of Criminal Appeals of 
Texas, and declaring an emer
gency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That Article 921 

Chapter 5, Title 22 of the Revised 
Civil Statutes of th~ State of Texas, 
be so amended as to hereafter read 
as follows: · 

Article 921. "Appeals from judg
ments rendered by such corporation 
courts shall be heard by the countv 
court, except in cams where th~ 

. coun_ty courts have no jurisdiction 
in which co.unties such appeals sha1i '1 

. be heard by the district court of such 
·counties, unless in such county there 
is a criminal district court, in which 
case the appeal shall be from the 
corporation courts to the said crimi
nal district court; except such cases 
where convictions are had in the cor
poration courts of any city in Texas 
containing a population of ninety 
thousand or over, incorporated un
der a special eharter granted such 

. city by the Legislature of the State 
of Texas, or under the laws of the 
Stat·e o~ Texas, and situated in any 
county m Texas containing a popula
tjon of one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand, as provided for in the next 
succeeding• article; and in all such 
.ap_peals to such county court, 01· 

.criminal district court, the trial shall 
be de novo, the same as if the prose
cution had been· originally com
menced in that court. Said appeal 
shall be governed by the rules and 
procedure for appeals from iustice 
courts to the county co\1rt, as far · as 
the same may be applicable." 

Section 2. That there be and is 
here now added to Chapter 5, Title 
22, of the Revised Civil Statutes nf: 

the State of Texas, Article 9 2 la, as 
follows: 

Article 92la. "From every con
viction had in the corporation courts 
of any city in Texas containing a 
population of ninety thousand or 
over, incorporated under special 
charter granted said city by the Leg
islature, or under the laws of Texas, 
and situated in any county in Texas 
contaii:iing a population of one hun
dred and twenty-five thousand or 
over, as evidenced by the last official 
census of the United States there 
shall be a right of appeal, ,;.hether 
such conviction be had under a pro
secution for a violation of an or· 
dinance of the said city or a law 
of the State, but su'ch right of ap
peal shall lie only to the Court of 
Criminal Appeals of Texas, and all 
such appeals shall, accordingly be re
turnable to the Court of Criminal 
Appeals of Texas, and not otherwise, 
and the procedure on appeals from 
the said corporation court shall in 
all regards, or as far as practicable, 
be governed by the Jaws of the State 
of Texas, regulating appeals from 
the County Courts to the Court of 
Criminal Appeals, except that the 
appeal bond, on such appeals shall 
be pa,·able to the State of Texas, for 
the use and bene(it of the said city 
in' which such corporation court is 
situated and from which said appeal 
is presented, and shall contain a re
cital of such provisions, and every 
forfeiture, penalty or recovery there
on shall , accordingly be paid in to 
the Treasury of said city, and the 
jurisdiction of the countv· courts and 
county courts at law of 'the State of 
Texas are conformed hereto." 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, March 11, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Internal 

Improvements, to whom was re
ferred 

S. B. No. 2 7, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to permit railroad corpora
tion, by and with the permission of 
the !Railroad Commission of Texas, 
and the county commissioners court 
of the ·county wherein located, to 
change, relocate, or abandon any por
tion of its line without and adjacent 
to the limits of any incorporated 
city containing 50,000 inhabitants or 
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more according to the United States 
census of 1910, and to permit such 
railroad corporation to change, re
locate or abandon any portion of Its 
line within the limits o! any incor· 
porated city containing 50,000 In
habitants or more, by and with the 
permission of the Railroad Commis
sion of Texas and the city council or 
board of aldermen of such city; an:! 
to require such railroad corporation 
to make such change, relocation or 
abandonment upon the order of such 
Railroad Commisssion, upon the ap
plication of such city council or 
board o! aldermen, and providing for 
the exercise of the right of eminent 
domain to acquire right of way and 
depot grounds when lines are 
changed or relocated, and validating 
such changes, relocations or aban
donments when heretofore author
ized bv the Railroad Commission of 
Texas;. and repealing all laws or 
parts of laws In conflict herewith, 
and declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and heg leave to reIJort same 
back to the Senate with the recom
mendation that it do pass and be not 
printed, but he printed in the Journal. 

Johnson of Hall, Chairman; John· 
ston of Harris, Faust, Bailey, Hall, 
ll!cNealus, Henderson, Clark, West
brook, Gibson. 

By Johnston of Harris S. B. No. 27 

A BILL 
To be en titled 

An Act to permit railroad corpora
tions, by and with the permission 
of the Railroad Commission of 
Texas and county commissioners 
court of the county wherein lo
cated, to change, relocate or aban
don any portion of its line when 
without and adjacent to tl'e lim
its of any incorporated city ,,on
taining 50,000 inhabitants or 
more according to the United 
States census of 1910, and to Pf:r
mit such railroa.d corporation to 
change, relocate or abandon any 
portion of its line within the lim
its of any incorporated city con! 
taining 50,000 inhabitants or 
more, by and with the permission 
of the Railroad Commission or 
Texas and the city council or 
board of aldermen of such city; 
and to require such railroad cor
poration to make such change, r-e-

location or abandonment upon the 
order of such Railroad Commis
sion, upon the application of such 
city cotmcil or board of aldermen; 
and providing for the exercise of 
the right of eminent domain to 
acquire right of way and depot 
grounds when Jines are changed 
or relocated, and validating such 
changes, relocations or abandon
ments when heretofore authorized 
by the Railroad Commission of 
Texas; and repealing all law!.' or 
parts of laws in conflict herewith, 
and declaring and emergency. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That when any rail

road corporation in this State de
sires to abandon , change or 1-elocate 
an;r portion of its line or railroad 
within this State adjacent to but not 
within any incorporated city of 50,-
000 or more inhabitants of this. 
State according to the United States 
census of 191 o, It shall present a 
petition therefor to the Railroad 
Commission of Texas showing that 
portion of its line sought to he 
chang-ed, relocated or abandoned 
and the situation of the new or re
located line, with the reasons justify
ing t.he same; thereupon the Rail
road Commission of Texas shall set 
said application for hearing and 
give public notice thereof of not less 
than t-en days in the locality where 
such change is desired by publishing 
notice in a newspaper of general cir
culation published nearest thereto, 
setting out substantially what such 
contemplated change may be; and tr 
after such hearing the Railroad Com
mission of T-exas shall be of opinion 
that it Is to the public interest to 
permit such change, relocation or 
abandonment of said line, it shall 
enter Its order approving same and 
thereupon said railroad corporation 
shall be empowered to make such 
change, relocation or abandonm-ent; 
pro,·ided that nothing cnntained 
herein shall be construed to author
ize the Railroad Commission of 
Texas to permit any railroacl corpor
ation to abandon such substantial 
part of its line as shall amount to 
impairment of its chiuter contract 
or deprive any cit,}' or town of rail
road facilities. Provided . that the 
Railroad Commission of Texas shall 
not -exercise the power herein grant
ed unless and until said railroad cor-
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poration shall have obtained the per
mission of the county commissioners 
court of the county fo~ such change, 
relocation or abandonm«nt, which 
permission shall be evidenced by thi; 
duly authenticated order of such 
court which shall accompany the pe
tition of such railroad corporation to 
the Railroad Commission of Texas. 

Sec. 2. That when any railroad 
corporation of the State desires to 
change, relocate or abandon any part 
of its line within any incorporated 
city containing 50,000 or mo1·e in
habitants accorll.ing to the United 
States census of 1910, it shall pre
sent its petition therefor to the city 
council or board of aldermen of such 
city, showing the reasons therefor 
and the part' of the line sought to be 
changed, relocated or abandoned, the 
new location, or arrangements pro
posed for operation ; whereupon such 
city council or board of aldermen, 
if of opinion that the same is for the 
public interest, shall enter its order 
permitting such change, relocation or 
abandonment of said line. That 
thereupon' said railroad corporation 
shall present its petition to the Rail
road Commission of Texas praying 
for authority to make such change, 
relocation or abandonment with a 
description of that portion of its 
lines sought to be changed, relo
cated or abandoned, together with a 
description of the changed or relo
cated line, or arrangement for the 
new operation, which petition shall 
be accompanied by the order of the 
city council or board of aldermen of 
the city as aforesaid approving same; 
whereupon the Railroad Commission 
of Texas shall set down such appli
cation for public hearing upon not 
less than ten days notice, and if upon 
such. hearing the Railroad Commis
sion of Texas shall be of opinion that 
the public interest will be conserved 
by the · granting -of such petition, if 
shall enter its order to that effect 
and thereupon said railroad corpora
tion shall hav-e full power to make 
such change, relocation or abandon
ment of its line. 

Sec. 3 . When any' railroad cor
poration shall have been empowered 
under the provisions of the two pre
ceding sections of this Act to change 
or relocate its line of railroad in this 
State, it shall have the same powers 
of condemnation for the acquisition 
of right away and depot grounds as 

12-4c 

are conferred under the laws of this 
State in the case of the original con
struction of, its lines. 

Sec. 4. All chang·es, relocations 
and abandonments of. parts of their 
lines by railroad corporations, in or 
adjacent to any city having a popu
lation according to the United States 
census of 1910 of 50,000 inhabitants 
or over, heretofore made with the 
permission of the Railroad Commis
sion of Texas or author ized by its 
written order, are hereby validated 
and made legal as fully as if made 
under the provisions of this Act, and 
such permission or written order of 
the Railroad Commission of this 
State shall be 'full power and author
ity to a railroad corporation to make , 
such change, relocation or abandon
ment of parts of its line; providing 
that this Act shall not affect any 
right or r ights for damages that any 
person, firm or corporation may 
now have, may have had or may have 
in the future for damages caused by 
such removal, change or abandon
ment. 

Sec. 5. That all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict herewith are here
by repealed. 

Sec. 6. 'Whene ver the governing 
body of any city containing 50,000 
inhabitants or more shall present to 
the Railroad Commission of this 
State its application for any change 
or relocation of any tracks of any 
railroad corporation in such a way 
as to better serve the public ·interest, 
said Railroad Commission shall set 
down such application for a hearing 
after giving ten days notice to such 
railroad corporation whos·e traclrn 
are sought to be changed or relo
cated, and after such a hearing, ma.Y 
make its order directing such change 
or relocation if in the opinion of the 
Railroad Commission such change or 
reloca tion would be to the best in
terest of all parties concerned. 

Sec. 7. The near approach of the 
end of the present session and the 
fact that the rapidly expanding 
growth of many of our large cities 
of this State make it necessary and 
desirable for the public benefit and 
the public safety to change, relocate 
and abandon portions of the lines 
and tra cks of railroad corporations 
within such cities and adjacent 
thereto, and the fact that some doubt 
has arisen as to the authority of the 
Railroad Commission of this State to 
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permit such changes, relocations and 
abnnclonments, creates :rn imperati\·e 
public necessity and an emergency 
requiring the suspension of the con
stitutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days, and it is 
so suspended. And it is further en
act·<> cl that this law talrn effect from 
and after its passage. 

TWET,FTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas. 

Tuesday, l\Tarch 12, 1918. 

The Senate met at 10 o'clock a. m. 
pursuant to adjournment, and was 
called to order by President Pro 
Tem. Decherd. 

By unanimous consent and on re
quest of Senator Westbrook, the 
Senate stood at ease for fifteen 
minutes. at the expiration of which 
time, the roll was called, a quorum 
being present, the following Senatol·s 
answering to their names: 

Alclcrd!ce. Henderson. 
Balle)'. Hopkins. 
Bee. Hudspeth. 
Buchanan or Bell. Johnson or Hall. 
Buchanan orScurry.Johnston or Harri(;. 
Caldwell. Lattimore. 
Clari:. llfrNealus. 
Colllns. Page. 
DPan. Parr. 
Decherd. Robbins. 
Faust. Smith. 
Flovd Stricl<land. 
Gibso~. Suiter 
Hall. Westbrook. 

Absent. 
"'ooclward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. McColl um. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Pending the reading of the Jour

nal of yesterday, the same was dis
pended with on motion of Senator 
Alderdicc. 

Petitions nnd Memorials 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Commis
sioner or Agriculture. relating to cer
tain matters or loyalty. 

On motion of Senator Page, the 
communication was laid on the table 
subject to call. 

Committee ncports. 

See Appendix. 

Bills 1md Resolutions. 

There were none at this time. 

Execnti..-e Session Postponed. 

The hour, 11 o'clock a. m., for 
executi\·e session having arrived, Sen
ator l\IcNealus mo,·ed that the execu
ti\·e session he postponed for thirty 
minutes. The motion pre,·ailed. 

Messnges from the Governor. 

l\Ir. S. Raymond Broolts, from the 
ex·ecutiYe office here appeared at the 
bar of the Senate with the following 
messages, which were laid before the 
Senate : 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, l\Iarch 8, 1918. 

To the Thir~y-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Call-ed Session. 
Pursuant to the recommendation 

of the joint Legislatiye Investigating 
'Committee, and at the request of 
Hon. George B. Terrell of Cherokee 
County, I submit for your considera
tion th-e following subject: 

"An Act to provide for the sale 
and transfer to the United States or 
all property owned by the State or 
Texas situated on the gulf coast or 
Texas and on the l\!exican border of 
Texas along the Rio Grande river 
and used by the State Quarantine 
Sen·ice. pro,·iding for a commission 
to negotiate the sale of said property 
to the proper authorities of the 
United States, proYiding that the -ex
penses of said commission shall be 
.paid out of the expense fl'ncls of their 
respectiYe departments, authorizing 
the Go,·ernor to execute the deeds 
and com·ey the property to the 
United States, providing that the 
position and employment of officers 
and employes in charge and using 
such pro1iert~· so com·-eyed shall ter
minate, pro,·iding for the payment 
into the State Treasury to the gen
eral re,·enue of all money realized 
from the sale or such properties and 
filing of statements in the office of 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts." 

I also submit for your information 


